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STANDARDISATION OF BUILDING MATERIALS 


ORD REITH’S recent move—to set up a depart- 

ment to bring into being a measure of standardisa- 

tion in building materials manufacture—has been 

greeted with general approval in the absence of detailed 

information as to the steps proposed to put the measure 
into effect. 

As a result of a statement by the new Director of 
Standardisation (Mr. Thomas S. Tait, F.R.I.B.A.), a 
number of points have been cleared up and a definite 
idea of Mr. Tait’s task gained. This latter is, in his 
own words, “simply to standardise building materials 
for war-time purposes and to find substitutes for materials 
which are scarce or likely to be scarce, with the objects, 
first, of increasing manufacturing output by stan- 
dardising and limiting the numbers of types, sizes, 
etc.; and, second, of reducing the work of specifying, 
designing, ordering and erection.” 

Mr. Tait’s task may, at its mildest, be termed for- 
midable, and might well daunt a lesser man than the 
architect of that triumph of standardisation, the 
Glasgow Empire Exhibition. Not only must he produce 
or recognise the ideal building components, but he must 
attempt to bring into line a number of Government 
building departments whose metheds and designs have 
dissimilarity as the only common factor. We believe 
that resolution and a natural antipathy to red tape 
in the highest degree will be necessary if the Depart- 
ments are to agree upon some rationalised designs. 
We think that Mr. Tait has both these qualities, and 
are certain that his appointment to this post will be 
heartily endorsed by all who know him. 

The Director’s next task is to make a survey of 
materials and component parts needed and available 
for this work, and then to reduce them to absolute 
minimum numbers of types and to make these types 
known to manufacturers so that only those products 
necessary for the war effort will be produced. Stan- 
dardisation will be extended to larger components or 
details of construction, but items now being dealt with 
are doors, windows, camouflage paints and roofing felts. 

Leaving on one side for the moment the’ aspect of 
esthetics, we believe that some measure of standardisa- 
tion is all to the good. The action of some trade or- 
ganisations—notably the domestic bath manufacturers 
which reduced voluntarily the number of bath types 
which stood, we believe, at over 600—shows that the 
need for rationalisation is understood. Nor can we 
see the need for scores of door sizes and dozens of 
varieties of window. Simplification in these and many 
other directions can only be a step forward, not only for 
the user who should gain in price and improved design, 
but for the manufacturer, who will find the limitations 
of “area design ” removed, thus giving him the widest 
market. As statéd in an interview last week, Mr. Tait 
proposes to make strength and simplicity the criterion 

of design; we do not think he could select better. 


Before leaving the fabrication end, there are a number 
of questions which manufacturers will want to know, 
among them the use to be made of current stocks not 
of the particular type selected for future use; the 
position of patented articles which may be selected as 
ideal types; the situation as regards future develop- 
ments and improvements not falling directly into line 
with the text-book ; and, lastly, what guarantee there 
will be that manufacturers who change over to new 
designs will have their products accepted. 


This last point is of great importance for—much as 
the horse may be led to water but be slow to drink— 
so designs may be prepared but the only result be to 
slow up rather than to increase deliveries. There would 
seem to be two ways of ensuring the full co-operation 
of the established manufacturers—one, by giving a 
guarantee for war-time productions ; two, by so selecting 
designs that they shall be suitable for post-war utilisa- 
tion. Though it forms no part of his instructions, we 
believe that Mr. Tait has this under consideration. He 
hopes to produce or select standard designs which “ will 
enable the manufacturers fearlessly to produce in large 
quantities materials ready for erection immediately 
the war is over.” If he succeeds in this intention he 
can be assured, we are confident, of the manufacturers’ 
fullest support. 


The possible effect of standardisation upon archi- 
tectural design will be much in the mind of many who 
would otherwise endorse the scheme in its entirety. 
The fear that this process is likely to lead to monotony 
is a natural one which, moreover, could easily be realised 
if the process were to go too far or get into the wrong 
hands. For ourselves, we do not think that either of 
these things is likely to happen. Standards established 
will be “‘ minimum,” suitable for the war-time purposes 
for which they are intended, but if Mr. Tait succeeds 
in achieving the ends of “ strength with simplicity,” 
there is every reason why the average level of design 
should, so far from deteriorating, actually be improved. 
We have only to recall how, where houses have been 
built without architectural help, the standard casement 
has often aided in pulling the design into some sort of 
shape. Where these houses have usually gone wrong 
is not in the plan, but in such things as ornamental 
doors, sham half-timbering and poorly designed equip- 
ment—factors which properly-designed standards 
should do much to make impossible. Those architects 
who desire special-made materials for wealthier clients 
(always supposing there are any such clients at the 
end of the war) will not be precluded, we imagine, from 
obtaining them. 

For the rest, we should prefer, if it came to a choice, 
good standards to bad variety. Properly handled— 
as we have every confidence Standardisation will be— 
we believe that that choice need never be made. 
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} THE FONT COVER, MANCHESTER REGIMENT CHAPEL, MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL. 

. Our illustration is of the Font Cover in the Manchester Regiment Chapel, Manchester Cathedral, 
or 4 designed by Mr. J. Hubert Worthington, O.B.E., M.A., F.R.L.B.A. The cover was carved by Mr. 
: Malcolm Miller, the sculptor, Messrs. L. Brown & Sons being the joiners. As stated on the facing 
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page, this Chapel was destroyed recently by enemy action. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Post-War Reconstruction. 


Ix a Cabinet statement issued from 
Downing-street on January 6, it was an- 
nounced that the Minister without Port- 
folio has undertaken responsibility for 
the study of reconstruction and post-war 
problems. Later on, when the end of the 
war can be more clearly foreseen, a 
Ministry will be formed for this purpose. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Arthur Greenwood will 
be chairman of the group of Ministers. 
The object will be to find practical solu- 
tions for the immediate problems of a 
transition from war to peace, and also 
to outline and presently to amplify a 
policy for the years immediately follow- 
ing the war which will command the 
support of the nation as a whole and 
enable united action to proceed in peace 
as in war. 


Lord Reith has, it is announced, sub- 
mitted his report on methods and 
machinery of post-war reconstruction in 
town and country to the Cabinet, by 
whom it has been considered. A state- 
ment will shortly be made on this report. 


Committee to Consider Cement Production. 


Lorp Rerrn, Minister of Works and 
Buildings, has appointed a committee 
under the chairmanship of Mr. George 
Balfour, M.P., to consider cement pro- 
duction. The terms of reference are :— 


“To consider and report to the Minis- 
ter of Works and Buildings whether, bear- 
ing in mind all probable demands for 
cement in meeting current needs and in 
post-war reconstruction, and taking into 
consideration économic, strategic and 
other factors affecting the allocation of 
cememt, new cement works should be 
established, existing ones extended, or 
old plant modernised; and if so, what 
general considerations, financial, geo- 
graphical and economic, should apply.”’ 


The other members of the committee 
are Mr. R. Bujlock (National Union of 
General and Municipal Workers), 
Major F. C. Cook (chief engineer, High- 
ways Division, Ministry of Transport), 
Mr. R. Coppock (general secretary, 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives), Mr. A. Deakin (acting 
general secretary, Transport and General 
Workers’ Union); Mr. J. 8. Holmes, M.P, 
(vice-president, Building Societies’ Asso- 
ciation); Sir William Mclintock (senior 
partner, Thomson, McLintock and -Co., 
chi artered accountants); Mr. George 
Parker (chairman, National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry) ; aad Mr. P. E. 
Thomas, P-P.R.I.B.A. The _ secretary 
will be Mr. C. I. ©. Bosanquet, Lam- 
beth ) Bridge House, 8.E.1. 


> Committee held its first meeting 
LL Londen on Tuesday. 


if 


The Prime Minister, Hon. F.R.1.B.A. 


Tue Council of the R.I.B.A. have in- 

v ee the Prime Minister to accept the 

‘fonorary Fellowship of the R.1.B.A., and 
© Prime Minister has replied as follows : 


‘I have great pleasure in accepting the 
‘nvitation of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects to elect me to an Honorary 
‘ellowship. I am grateful to you and the 
Council of the Royal Institute for the 

nour which you do me and I shall be 
proud to be associated with such an illus- 
us body.” 
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The Royal Gold Medal. 

In accepting the award of the Royal 
Gold Medal for Architecture, Mr. Frank 
Lloyd Wright has sent the following cable- 
gram to the R.I.B.A.: “‘ You propose a 
great honour. I accept, gratified that 
during this terrific war England can think 
of honouring an architect. A culture like 
that can never lose —Frank Lioyp 
Wricut.” 


After the City Fires. 

In a letter to the Press on this subject, 
the President R.J.B.A. (Mr. W. H. An- 
sell) says that the question as to whether 
and where the destroyed Wren churches 
shall be rebuilt is less immediate than 
that of ensuring that such fragments as 
remain shall not be further damaged or 
removed by the unregulated zeal of users 
of pickaxe and dynamite. Debris should 
be carefully searched for remains, not 
only of the structure, but of memorial 
tablets, and every other beautiful or 
historically interesting object. “‘ We of 
this generation,” added the President, 
“are not the owners of these things but 
rather the trustees for the time being and 
as such it is our duty to preserve what- 
ever is possible. The clearance of the 
churches ought to be done only under 
skilled architectural guidance. The 
R.I.B.A. would gladly provide assisiance 
to this end if required.” 


Damaged Buildings in Merseyside. 

Rumpines recently damaged in Man- 
chester by enemy bombing include the 
Free Trade Hall (which is a mere shell); 
Cheetham’s Hospital and Library, which 
date from 1425 (damaged, but not seri- 
ously, by blast); the Manchester Regi- 
ment Chapel and other portions of the 
east end of the Cathedral (which part 
may have to be rebuilt). The Royal Ex- 
change, also, is partly burnt out, though 
about half of the building is usable. 

A font recently placed in the Manches- 
ter Regiment Chapel (and now presum- 
ably destroyed) forms the subject of our 
frontispiece this week. It is to the design 
of Mr. J. Hubert Worthington, M.A., 
O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. 

St. George’s Hall, the Adelphi Hotel, 
St. Nicholas (the parish church of Liver- 
pool), and the retail fish market were 
damaged in recent raids on Liverpool. 
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The Work of Advisory Committees and the 
Prospects for Religious Art. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—It is a sign that events are moving 
rapidly that what was apparently an 
issue at one moment is superseded in the 
next. I was feeling this when looking 
through the correspondence arising out of 
the action of the Ely Diocesan Council in 
banning certain designs of mine for Ely 
St. Mary Church. 

Hardly any of my correspondents real- 
ised that the Central Council had passed 
beyond its advisory character to one exer- 
cising the power of absolute veto. Those 
of us who greeted with approval the work 
of these Councils in their advisory capa- 
city also foresaw that, if not carefully 
watched, they would create more evils 
than they cured. The “ untrained out- 
look” to which Mr. Eeles refers is a 
lesser danger than the influences that 
might dominate these Councils should 
dictation take the place of advice, and an 
outlook arise which, however high- 


minded, might keep art tethered within” 


the confines of its Anglican paddock. 


Nothing could be more characteristic of 
this confined outlook than the informa- 
tion which Mr. Eeles communicates im his 
letter to you [January 3] that “ certain 
restraints have to be observed to meet the 
view that in such surroundings care must 
be taken not to distract attention too 
greatly. from the ancient work.” Pious 
commonplaces such as that quoted reveal 
nothing of the real nature of the problem 
or of what we are up against, which is no 
less than to lift our conceptions above all 
these respectabilities and rise to the real 
issue, which is the need (on which, per- 
haps, the whole prospect for the future 
of the Church depends) of recovering 
religious art from where it lies, so far 
sunk under these poor alternatives of 
ecclesiastical art. 

In their advisory capacity, these Coun- 
cils have done useful work, but the clergy 
and the parochial church councils should 
never have surrendered their right to be 
masters in their own parish. The parish 
church is far more the eentre of the reli- 
gious life of this country than the cathe- 
dral, and should never have allowed the 
ultimate decision to be taken out of its 
hands. What turned down my scheme for 
Ely St. Mary Church was that, judged 
from their experience, it was unlike what 
they knew, a view which will always turn 
down just the most vital and needed work. 

At a time like this art should not be 
tethered and tongue-tied, unaware of a 
world in a state of rebirth or dissolution. 
I do not think we realise the danger of 
trusting to formulas. Europe has been 
finding formulas for some years, and we 
see where they have brought us. It is so 
much this reliance on machinery which 
is to supply what the virtues and genius 
of the people no longer offer that puts a 
barrier between us and the problems we 
are up against. 

May I deal for a moment with the point 
made by Mr. Eeles that, even if the rejee- 
tion of my scheme is admitted to have 
been a mistake, the attempt to injure the 
“whole system because of it is to do a 
grave national disservice. When these 
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Councils assumed statutory authority 
they passed from being advisory to auto- 
cratic control. Of many instances of this, 
1 will take one. A scheme having been 
submitted to the Council, it was turned 
down, with a strong recommendation for 
the work to be given to one of their own 
nominees. The Vicar and his parish 
council resisted this inquisitorial demand, 
especially as the person recommended was 
related to one of them. The Advisory 
Council refused to pass the work unless 
their condition was accepted, whereupon 
the Vicar, supported by his Council, 
abandoned the scheme. 

I have had to brush aside many of the 
points arising out of the correspondence 
as it concerned itself too much with the 
defence of my work, and my concern is 
with the danger to the freedom of the 
arts in these Councils retaining their 
coercive authority. Useful as these 
advisory bodies may be, in the end it is 
better to allow people to make their 
own mistakes, and their only use could 
be in aiding the parish to avoid 
unsuitable gifts. I think the present 
influence of these Councils is conven- 
tional and reactionary. They are well 
content to touch up, and perhaps improve, 
the conditions, but are attached to an old 
and perishing world, too respectable to 
have any doubts of their usefulness. The 
fact is that all has to be born again if 
the consecration of beauty, a true religion 
of ‘art, is to glorify the Church. This 
wider consecration through beauty I can 
see reflected not at all in Mr. Eeles’s out- 
look, and it is better to realise that the 
art we believe to be needed has little or 
nothing to do with the respectabilities for 
which these Councils stand. 

RecrnaLp Hatiwarp. 

2, Mawddach-crescent, 

Arthog, Merionethshire. 


The Use of Logic and the R.1.B.A. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr.—It was naturally gratifying to 
learn, from your issue of January 3, of 
the efforts being made by the Institute 
towards re-reservation of architects. It 
was at the same time disappointing to- 
hear that no results had been obtained. 
Does it, however, seem likely—if a 
further letter is written to the Minister 
of Labour with the same request, or 
another committee meeting is called with 
the same end in view—that these will be 
taken seriously ? 

Certain facts speak for themselves. 
Men have now been “ called up” to the 
age of 33. Bombing is being continued 
in scope and intensity, and the war is 
expected to last (approximately) another 
two years. Yet it was admitted three 
months ago that the demand for archi- 
tects was far greater than the supply! 

How, then, is the earlier “ damaged 
building *’ work to be overtaken, plus 
that of the present and future? Hence 
the question, “Is it realistic or logical 
to suggest reservation from 33?” 

It further appears (though not wishing 
to be accused of narrow self-interest !) 
to those concerned with private practice 
after the war that the “ under 33’s ’— 
who, of course, are chiefly assistants— 
would hardly be expected to return to 
the fold if they were to feel in any way 
let down or their problems ignored now. 

This raises another vital pointe—so far 
studiously avoided—that of the financial 
anomaly of salaries “‘“made up” 
official levels, but not (as far as I have 
heard) to private assistants. Dependants 
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of Service men cannot fail to notice the 
difference between an income of, for 
example, £5 a week and 3ls.! It would 
offset to some extent the failure of reser- 
vation if the distress caused by this state 
of affairs could be tackled and remedied 
at the roots. Palliatives or charity must 
be considered quite out of the question 
if a large section of the profession is not 
to become, perhaps, embittered and dis- 
illusioned at its wastage of talent and the 
financial difficulties of dependants, which 
might not have been. 

There is one R.I.B.A. committee-man 
imbued with a youthful Churchillian out- 
look and capable of action begetting re- 
sults: will not he now take the lead 
towards a new ideal profession with 
united and non-sectional interests ? 

Frank W. Anprews (L.R.I.B.A.). 

Oxford. 


Educational Books for Prisoners of War. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—I have just heard from the secre- 
tary of the Educational Books Section, 
British Red Cross Society and Order of 
St. John, Prisoners of War Department, 
that they would be very glad to defray 
postage (or carriage forward) on worth- 
while books, such as those on architec- 
ture, which are sent to them, or if the 
donor lives in London he or she could 
leave the books addressed: Red Cross 
Educational Books, c/o Bryce, 41, 
Museum Street, W.C.1. 

This will relieve a number of archi- 
tects who have very kindly offered books, 
but have, not unnaturally, written to the 
Royal Institute asking whether postage 
would be defrayed. 

Epwarp Carter, 
R.1.B.A. Librarian. 

66, Portland Place, W.1. 


Easements of Light and Demolished 
Buildings. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—During the last few days I have 
seen important buildings razed to the 
ground by explosive charges or steel 
ropes attached to tractors, in conse- 
quence of their having been rendered 
dangerous by enemy action. In many 
cases it appears that no records of the 
positions of the “ ancient lights’”’ were 
obtained prior to demolition. As the 
easements of light enjoyed through the 
old windows have been the only means 
by which the amenity of good natural 
illumination has been preserved in some 
of the valuable buildings demolished, it 
is to be feared that the right of enjoying 
equally good lighting in any future build- 
ings on the same sites may have been 
sacrificed, unless Parliament takes steps 
to protect the interests of the owners 
affected. As such protection may not be 
provided, I would strongly recommend 
owners in all possible cases to obtain 
carefully measured records of ancient 
lights before demolition takes place. 
One of the best-known cases in the 
High Court in which this point was 
referred to was that of News of the 
World, Ltd., v. Allen Fairhead and Sons, 
Ltd., heard by Mr. Justice Farwell in 
1931. I remember this case particularly 
well, as I prepared the daylight plans 
used in Court and gave evidence. The 
judgment in that case made it clear that 
to preserve easements of light in new 
structures erected on the site of older 
buildings it is necessary to record the 
positions of the former windows and 
apertures ‘“‘with precision” and _ to 
reproduce or incorporate them carefully 
in the new windows. 
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Another point that this case made 
clear was that, if a prolonged interval 
should take place between demolition 
and re-erection, the Court would regard 
the easements as abandoned. To avoid 
such an inference, notices have fre. 
quently been erected in the past to in- 
form adjoining owners that there was no 
intention to abandon these lights. 
Whether such notices were in themselves 
sufficient to satisfy the Court was, how- 
ever, doubtful. Sometimes the window 
openings have been reproduced in lofty 
timber hoardings; but, unfortunately, 
the leading cases make it clear that 
easements of light can only be enjoyed 
within buildings and not on vacant sites, 
so such indications of intention to re- 
build may have only a very limited 
value. In the case in question, rebuild- 
ing took place within about two years 
after demolition, and this circumstance 
appeared to satisfy the learned judge 
that abandonment of the easements of 
light had not taken place. 


JouN SwaRsricx. 
1, King’s Bench Walk, 
Temple, E.C.4, 


Standardisation in Architecture. 
To tue Eprtor or The Builder. 


Sm,—The appointment of a Director 
of Standardisation of Materials is a 
retrograde step which will have detri- 
mental consequences in the future. This 
will mean censorship in architecture, and 
no man, however clever, is capable of 
being a dictator in any art. Art is of the 
spirit and must be free. If standardisa- 
tion is imposed, as suggested, any future 
architecture will show complete lack of 
originality. Art only represents man’s 
feeble effort to copy nature, and who, for 
instance, has ever tried to standardise 
trees, flowers, or even leaves? No! they 
are all the same design, but of different 
shapes. If details are standardised there 
will be a tendency also to standardise 
buildings, with deplorable results. Then 
there is the important question of local 
tradition and materials. Buildings will 
be designed at Whitehall which are totally 
unsuitable for the locality. 

During the war it may be necessary to 
impose certain restrictions, but these must 
go once peace is declared. Post-war recon- 
struction will require all the ideas and 
free thought available, for “‘ He that will 
not think jis a bigot, he that cannot think 
is a fool, but he that dare not think is a 
slave.”” If once the idea of standardisa- 
tion takes root, everything will become 
so—clothes, food, employment, salaries. 
etc. Man will become a mere robot, a 
thing of levers and push-buttons, instead 
of a being of spirit and movement. No! 
let us rather draw up our mental artillery 
and smash down all opposition with a 
fierce bombardment of fresh ideas. This 
will prepare the advance towards better 
conditions in the future. 

This idea of standardisation comes from 
America and must be rejected. Is the 
human race going to free itself from one 
form of tyranny just to embrace another ? 
This war is being fought for freedoni: 
well, let us have some, for it is impossible 
to enchain the spirit of man. At the 
height of the French Revolution the great 
Danton shouted with a roar which ha 
resounded down the ages, “Give m* 
liberty, or give me death.” 

J. E. Rutnp, A.R.1.B.A., 
Dipl.Arch.(Aberdeen). 
Weybourne, Surrey. 
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WHAT OF THE FUTURE? 


By GC. M. A. 
1. INTRODUCTORY. 


lr we are to believe, as we must, that 
the war has now turned in its course, and 
that the scales are now weighted on the 
side of the Democracies, it is only natural 
that we should spare a thought for post- 
war architecture, both as an art and as a 
means of livelihood. We shall not be 
alone in this attempt to appraise our 
destiny, and only in the peculiar interplay 
of art and business, by which architecture 
comes into being, will our thoughts differ 
widely from those of the average citizen. 
Material destruction, such as this country 
has never before suffered, must also tend 
to throw the practice of architecture into 
relief. 

For the second time in twenty-five years 
or so we shall be facing a problem which 
has something of the same shape, and in 
this respect we should be able to avoid 
some of the mistakes which were made on 
the former occasion, and, perhaps, repeat 
some of the wiser courses of action which 
were then followed, few though they were. 
In so doing, the aim will have to be to 
set Western Europe, and more particu- 
larly that insular reflection of it which 
has developed in this country, once more 
to work upon a live and healthy develop- 





Our illustration shows the entrance to the Counc! 


ment of architecture, knowing full well 
that without health in the great art itself 
there can be no well-being among its ex- 
ponents, and certainly no joy in a task 
which should be full of the liveliest 
pleasure. 

It is proposed to look very briefly over 
the prospect to see where one or two lead- 
ing lines of thought may bring us; not 
w:th any hope or aim of reaching finality, 
but more to set our minds upon the prob- 
lem in a way that avoids distraction by 
side-issues. 

The problem is very great and covers 
more than the comparatively simple one 
of reorganising a profession, for architec- 
ture drives deep into the social scheme, 
and holds in its power much upon which 
society depends for its health and happi- 
ness. 

The first problem in such a task is to 
find which of its aspects is to be the 
foundation stone. For instance, it might 
reasonably be argued that if we can first 
organise a profession in which compe- 
tence is assured, a living guaranteed, and 
a fair division of work among its members 
achieved, such a privileged and fortunate 
profession would be bound to give of its 
best, and that we could then leave archi- 
tecture to itself to blossom and bear with 
a full yield. Or another might say that 


THE GUILDHALL DESTROYED. 
Chamber of the Guildhall, looking through the Golden Gates, as it was left after the 
Nazi fire-ra’sing raid on December 29. 
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we must first settle the shape of architec- 
ture, and that it will be better to let the 
fittest survive in its practice, to the ulti- 
mate benefit of the latter. It is when we 
set things down in such specific terms 
that we begin to see, peeping through a 
screen of good intentions, that nasty spirit 
of self-interest which we might hope would 
disappear with the blessing of peace, so 
that all this testing time would not prove 
vain. 

We feel, therefore, that the first step in 
our quest must be some attempt to foretell 
what the world aim will be when the first 
specific task of correction is finished, free 
from all the prejudices of an age that has 
gone far astray. This will be a broad 
canvas, upon which we can do little more 
than sketch the mass outlines of the land- 
scape with not too certain strokes, but 
with a will to revise our work when the 
composition becomes clearer. 

Only then can we attempt to touch upon 
detail, such as the organisation of the 
profession and our general attitude to 
architecture itself, with which is bound 
up the educational scheme of the future; 
for many of us are too old to educate so 
late in the day, and the problem will be 
mainly for the young man to solve when 
he has been put in the way of thinking 
in architectural terms. 

It must, of course, be with considerable 
diffidence that any but a young man 
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should venture upon such an ambitious 
task, for those who have taken part in, 
and even acquiesced in, the many mis- 
takes that have led up to the present 
situation, may seem the last to take part 
in any scheme of reconstruction. Yet it 
is not at all certain that it was not the 
silence of the elder voice which did not 
in those days encourage the inexperienced 
to expect too much in too short a time, 
and thus to fritter away the great oppor- 
tunities of peace. And it will obviously 
not do for the elder men this time to say 
merely that this is a young man’s prob- 
lem and that the latter must be left to 
work out his own salvation. 

On the other hand, there must not be 
again a quiet commandeering of work by 
those who have been left at home in estab- 
lished practice, such as there was on the 
former oceasion. Words alone will not 
avail, and it will be the duty of all men 
of all ages to get together so that they can 
live together in a sane and settled future; 
for it must be the hope and inspiration 
of all of us that the grievous trials which 
we are now bearing shall resolve them- 
selves into the coming of a golden age of 
peace and plenty, founded on service to 
the community, and a due regard of each 
individual and of each community for the 
rights and needs of others. 

In such a spirit may we hope to see 
not only a healthier and better world 
emerging out of the chaos, but one where 
the more fundamental things, such as are 
20 well expressed in architectural terms, 
thrive and give of their best. Only so 
can we hope to see architecture restored 
to the vitality and dignity which it has 
so strangely lost fer several generations, 
and architects taking once more their 
proper place in the forefront of the social 
scheme. 

(To be continued.) 


REBUILDING OF COVENTRY 


In an article on this subject which 
recently appeared in the Manchester 
(Guardian, reference is made to the forma- 
tion, about six years ago, of an ambitious 
town-planning and building programme 
which was published under the title of 
‘A Hundred New Towns for Britain.” 
The author was an ex-Service man and 
architect who saw in his plan a great 
memorial to the people who fought in 
the last war. The towns were to be 
developed in areas in which power had 
then become available over the electric 
grid, and they were not intended to 
develop much above the 50,000 level of 
population. Each was to have residen- 
tial, industrial and commercial zones. 

“Lord Reith now, so far as he has 
revealed his mind in conversations here, 
is thinking along similar lines,” states 

author of the article referred to. 

The lesson that was being learned here 
before the war was that small towns can- 
not be satisfactorily developed into big 
industrial areas.’’ 

Comprehensive Redevelopment. 

Lord Reith, Minister of Works and 

Buildings, received, on January 8 a 


Committee from Coventry, with whom he . 


discussed the rebuilding of the city. 

In reply to an inquiry from the depu- 
tation about the necessity for the Cor- 
poration to promote a Bill in Parliament, 
the Minister said he anticipated that 
there would. be general legislation. He 
welcomed the Corporation’s proposal. to 
envisage a redevelopment of a compre- 
hensive rather than a patchwork nature. 
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SOME IDEAS 


By C. F. W. DENING, R.W.A., F.R.1-B.A. 


Here are a few hints which may be of 
some service. I have noticed that when 
an outlet is required to a lead or asphalt 
flat the opening through the parapet is 
often much too high. This not only gives 
an awkward appearance, but the gaping 
hole is unsightly. Some time ago I was 
taken to see a house which had been de- 
signed by a professional man. The down- 
pipes were just ordinary ones with the 
commonplace ears cast on. Often rain- 
water pipes play an important part in the 
composition, and one can imagine that if 
an architect is not particular about such 
essentials he can give very little atten- 
tion to the rainwater heads. If one can- 


not select a decent junction (and there 


are many of various and good designs), 
the next best thing is to use a simple clip, 
which, if not ready made, can easily be 
designed on simple lines at very little 
cost. Of course, manufacturers supply 
the cheapest form and often the ugliest, 
though the latter is quite unnecessary. 

I often think that probably quite un- 
known speculative builders add con- 
siderably to their houses because they 
adopt stee] casements, for almost invari- 
ably the panes are of good proportion, 
and this is saying a lot after some of the 
proportions used. 

I have noticed some shelters—generally 
private ones—where vents have been 
fixed in a straight line. In the event of a 
blast these would be blown in and might 
eause a great deal of inconvenience to 
the occupants. Apart from the question 
of light, why run the risk when it is quite 
easy to stagger the inlets ? 

riting of shelters reminds me that 
some little time ago I saw some public 
ones built with perforated bricks, and, in 
addition, the mortar was not too good. I 
know the difficulty of obtaining cement, 
but there should be no difficulty with re- 
ference to blast walls. Evidently the 
person responsible for these shelters did 
not know the object of a blast wall, for 
when one is inside them one can get quite 
a good view of the sea and surrounding 
country. Further, no seats or lighting 
were provided, and the sanitary arrange- 
ments were of the most primitive kind. 
Shelters both for public and private use 
were originally built with projecting con- 
erete roofs. Fortunately, this is now 
rarely the case, for it was soon realised 
that the blast lifted the roof. 

I have noticed, too, how absurd it is to 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, January 20.—Mr. J. G. Mann, 
Master of the Armouries of the Tower of 
London and Keeper of the Wallace Collec- 
tion, on “The Application of Art to 
Instruments of War—I.” 1.45 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 29.—Royal Society 
of Arts. Major F.C. Temple on “* Municipal 
Manufacture of Humus from Habitation 
Wastes.” 1.45 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 21. Institution of Civil 
Engineers. Mr. H. C. Whitehead on “ The 
Design of Sewage-Purification Works.” 
1.30 p.m. 

Friday, January 24. Architectural 
Association. Annual General Meeting. Mr. 
Donald E. E. Gibson on ‘‘Some Matters 
Concerning Post-War Reconstruction.” 2 


p.m. 
Monday, January 27.—Mr. J. G. Mann, 
Master of the Armouries of the Tower of 
London and Keeper of the Wallace Collec- 
tion, on “The Application of Art to 
Instruments of War—II.” 1.45 p.m. 
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cut out names or initials in iron or any 
other materials unless the sign is fixed 
near to a wall. When it projects at right 
angles then from one position one has to 
read backwards, and so few of us read in 
that way; further, the first object of an 
advertisement is lost, for surely such 
should make an instant appeal. How 
different such a method is from the de- 
lightful examples of the 18th century, 
which, one is glad to say, often remain. 

I can hardly believe it is possible, and 
we will hope it is not, but recently I was 
told that an eminent architect had sug- 
gested a red-tiled roof to an important 
building in Cornwall. Even if the tiles 
toned, in a county famed for slate no 
building should have a tiled roof. We 
will hope that my informant was wrongly 
informed. Unfortunately, I have not been 
able to verify his statement. 


A good many people have been supply- 
ing the Ministry of Supply with informa- 
tion as to the possible removal of iron 
railings and other objects which could 
easily be dispensed with and transformed 
into guns, but it is diffieylt to understand 
the why and wherefore when so many new 
buildings for the Government have re- 
cently been erected with new iron rail- 
ings. Quite a number of shelters have 
also been provided with iron gates, and 
one could cite various other instances. 
In one town this may not amount to 
much, but spread throughout the country 
many thousands.of tons of metalwork 

- have been wasted. 


A short time ago I wrote about blast 
not affecting a basin of eggs. Since then 
I have had a precisely similar experience 
—the eggs remained untouched, so that 
I believe this is due entirely to the 
spherical formation of the eggs, which we 
know are streamlined. 

A point mentioned in the eighth report 
of the Central Council of the Diocesan 
Advisory Committees for the Care of 
Churches is the matter of floodlighting. 
particularly of old churches. This effect 
is generally theatrical and much is to be 
said for daylight that casts shadows in 
certain directions and so avoids a flat ap- 
pearance. Although a great deal can be 
done, is it possible to obtain daylight 
effects by artificial lighting, bearing in 
mind that the sun is constantly moving ’ 
I have met with instances where a cross 
on the altar has been illuminated either 
by a light at the back or direct by a spot- 
light. Surely this is only a little re- 
moved from the medieval. custom of pre- 
senting a cross or a chalice in different 
colours to deceive the people that some- 
thing miraculous is about to happen. 

How often one sees a fitting, such as « 
processional cross, for instance, where the 
whole of the enrichment is on the front. 
Quite often the congregation has a goed 
view of the back as well as the front, and 
often this is entirely plain. It is as ii 
the Almighty could see the front only. 

Amongst other things I am reminded of 
those who decorate the front of a hous: 
with all kinds of shams, but one mus’ 
not look at the side and never at the back 

Then there is the question of layme:) 
on advisory committees simply because v! 
their names or positions, and who ofte: 
do not possess an elementary knowledg: 
of the subject they are supposed to know 
I recall one in particular who would never 
look at a building if it were of the Renais- 
gance type. 

There are items of furniture, etc., whic! 
the clergy should rectify as soon as pos- 
sible—the terrible carpets, fittings, tiled 
floors and dadoes, to mention. but: a few. 
which in many cases have been be- 
queathed to them by a former generation. 
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NEW STAIRCASE TO COLLEGE ROOMS, CORPUS CHRISTI, OXFORD. 
MR. T. HAROLD HUGHES, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


The new College Rooms, of which the staircase 
here illustrated forms a part, were erected on a 
somewhat restricted site at the corner of Merton- 
street and Merton-grove. The staircase had to 
be contrived to take up tlie*least possible space, 
in the N.W. angle of the block. The entrance to 
the staircase had to be raised several feet, to 
provide headroom for an external staircase leading 


to the basement lavatories. The stairs were 
carried out entirely in English oak. Oak was 
used also for the ceiling, and the walls are 
plastered and finished white. The general con- 
tractors for the work were Messrs. Wooldridge & 
Simpson, Ltd., Frenchay-road, Oxford, and the 
clerk of the works was the late Mr.H. Filmer. Mr. 
T. Harold Hughes, F.R.I.B.A., was the architect. 
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TREES”: A HOUSE AT STOKE WOODS. SUCKS. 
MESSRS. TUBBS, DUNCAN & OSBURN, AA.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 
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MR. CHARLES GREENWOOD, 
M.INST.C.E., CITY ENGINEER 
-AND SURVEYOR. 


f'ne Blacon Council School has 
been designed as a junior school to 
accommodate 400 children when the 
whole of the scheme is completed, 
and provision has been made for 
206 children in the present building. 
The site covers about six acres, 
part of which will eventually be 
laid out as playing fields. The 
school has been built on the out- 
skirts of Chester, and has been de- 
signed to harmonise with the sur- 
rounding countryside. 

The architectural treatment is 
simple, although a slight emphasis 
has been given to the assembly 
hall, as it is intended that this 
room shall be used by adults in the 
evenings. The maximum amount of 
light and ventilation has been pro- 
vided in all the classrooms. 

The building is heated by a low- 
pressure hot-water system, and the 
boilers are fired by electrically 
driven automatic stokers for solid 
fuel which are thermostatically 
controlled so that the desired tem- 
perature is always maintained in 
the school. 

A hot-water system is provided 
for the lavatories by means of 
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THE MAIN CORRIDOR. 


electric heaters, and mixing valves 
ensure a supply of warm water 
at a suitable temperature for the 
use of the children. The cloak- 
room is also fitted with heating 
coils underneath the hat and coat 
rails. 

The nursery classroom has been 
provided for children under the age 
of five years, and has been suitably 
furnished. The walls above the 
dadoes have been decorated with 
murals attractive to young children. 
The nursery lavatory and cloak- 
room is approached from the class- 
room, and is under the immediate 
supervision of the mistress. 


An air-raid shelter has been pro- 
vided in the basement, large enough 
for 200 children, with concrete walls 
and a reinforced concrete roof, with 
suitable seating and lavatory ac- 
commodation. Adequate concrete- 
paved surfaces have been provided 
for the playground, the area for the 
nursery scholars being separated 
from the older children. 


The school is lighted throughout 
by electricity. It is of one-storey 
construction, with the exception of 
the administrative part, which is of 


two storeys. The building has been 
faced with 2}-in. sand-faced red 
bricks, with a multi-coloured tiled 
roof. 


The flat roofs are of pre-cast 
beams, screeded and covered with 
mastic asphalt. ‘All windows have 
metal casements without wood 
frames. The surrounding grounds 
have been laid out as lawns and 
shrubberies in harmony with the 
rural setting of the school. 


The school has been designed by 
Mr. Charles Greenwood, M.Inst.C.E., 
City Engineer and Surveyor, and 
Architect to the Education Commit- 
tee ; and the building contractors em- 
ployed on the scheme were Messrs. 
E. B. J. Gould, Ltd., Ellesmere 
Port. Sub-contractors were: heat- 
ing, C. Seward & Co., Ltd., Chester; 
lighting, Chester Corporation Elec- 
tricity Department; steel windows, 
Rustproof Metal Window Co.; Ltd., 
Chester; sanitary goods, Duckett & 
Son, Ltd., Burnley; precast beams, 
Concrete Ltd., Leeds.; floors, Gran- 
wood Flooring Co., Ltd., Riddings; 
iron fencing, W. G. Kaleyards, 
Ltd., Chester, and Bayliss, Jones & 
Bayliss, Ltd., Wolverhampton. 
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STANDARDISATION OF 
BUILDING MATERIALS 


MR. TAIT ON HIS TASK. 

Ar a Press Conference on January 3 
(presided over by Mr. George Hicks, 
M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings) Mr. 
T. S. Tait, F.R.I.B.A., Director of 
Standardisation, outlined the nature and 
scope of his appointment. This was, he 
said, simply to’ standardise building 
materials for war-time purposes and to 
find substitutes for materials which are 
scarce or likely to be scarce. The object 
would be twofold:—(1) Increasing manu- 
facturing output by standardising and 
limiting the number of types, sizes, etc. ; 
2) reducing work of specifying, design- 
ing, ordering and erection. 

“Tt is also necessary,” he said, “ par- 
ticularly to carry the manufacturers with 
us. We must work in the closest co- 
ordination with the Director of Bricks and 
the Director of Roofing Materials. This 
also applies to Timber Economy Section 
and to Structural Steel. The Director of 
Design (Gonstructional) is also closely 
concerned. He deals with the actual pro- 
posals of Departments and particularly at 
the moment with steel and concrete 
design.”” Consultation would be had with 
the Departments of Building Research 
and the British Standards Institution, and 
also with the Building Departments of 
the Admiralty, War Office, Air Ministry, 
Ministry of Aircraft Production, Ministry 
of Supply and Ministry of Health, and 
also with the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings. 


Rough Scope of Standardisation So Far. 

A Schedule of War-time Building Sup- 
plies had already been created for Govern- 
ment Departments which should form a 
very useful guide to designers and con- 
tractors in the erection of buildings. It 
was to serve more as a guide and was 
not necessarily binding in detail. This 
schedule would probably have to be modi- 
fied from time to time according to the 
availability of raw materials and manu- 
facturing capacity, and amended as far 
as design is concerned, as the types illus- 
trated could be considerably simplified 
and improved. 

A further schedule was now being 
prepared and would be issued shortly, 
comprising standardisation of cooking 
appliances for Government war buildings 
in relation to fuels—coal, steam, gas and 
electricity. Bricks were also being 
standardised to reduce the number of 
sizes, and the Director of Bricks was 
viving this his attention. 

Bulletins showing suitable types of 
design for war-time building had been 
prepared under the guidance of the De- 
partment of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, and the standardisation of 
steel was being carried forward. 


Future Steps. 

“Tt will now be necessary to make @ 
survey of materials and component parts 
needed and available for this work,” de- 
clared the Director, “ and then to reduce 
‘he latter to absolute minimum numbers 
of types and to make these types known 
‘0 manufacturers as quickly as possible, 
so that only those products necessary for 
the War effort will be produced. This 
will avoid waste of labour and materials 
and increase the production of essentials. 
All products may be subject to revision 
‘rom time to time as experience or neces- 
sity dictates. 

“Standardisation will be extended to 
larger components or details of construc- 
tion. The items now being dealt with are 


THE BUILDER 


doors, windows, camouflage paints and 
roofing felts. Doors will be reduced to a 
few types to suit the various requirements 
and probably to one or two sizes only. 
Windows will have to be considered in 
conjunction with the various unit sizes of 
the materials employed in the construc- 
tion of huts, ete., and it may be possible 
in this connection to obtain some 
standardisation in the sizes or widths of 
various sheathing materials now being 
employed. It will be necessary in the 
selection or production of new types of 
components to bear in mind the use of 
home-produced materials, thus avoiding 
the necessity of finding foreign currency. 
Secondly, we shall have to conserve those 
materials, such as steel, ete., required 
more urgently for other purposes, and 
endeavour to find substitutes. 

“Regarding standardisation generally, 
it is, of course, known that the British 
Standards Institution have done a vast 
amount of useful work in this direction 
which will be taken advantage of. This 
has been mainly for peace-time purposes, 
but revisions will have to be made and 
numbers of types and varieties will have 
to be reduced to suit war-time require- 
ments.” 

At present there was not the fullest co- 
ordination between all the Research and 
Government Departments as far as the 
publication of their information was con- 
cerned, and it did appear very desirable 
that there should be some form of central 
control for the issuing of the latest deci- 
sions and information arrived at. 

‘We feel,” added Mr. Tait, ‘‘ that the 
experience gained in the standardising 
of building materials will help towards a 
basis on which a good standard can be 
set up for peace-time, which will enable 
the manufacturers fearlessly to produce, 
in large quantities, materials ready for 
erection immediately after the war is 
over, as there is no reason why building 
materials should not be produced now and 
stocks prepared for housing purposes—if 
time and materials permit—ready for 
erection immediately the war is over. 


Objections to Standardisation. 

“Many people in this country, both lay- 
men and architects, have often feared 
standardisation in buildings, thinking it 
would lead to lack of individuality and to 
monotony. Standardisation would mostly 
apply to units of buildings which by skil- 
ful handling of parts to suit requirements 
would build up to give all the variety that 
is required for good work, and should lead 
to great success westhetically as well as 
economically. 

“For more than a century our towns 
have suffered far too much from the 
vagaries and varieties of individual taste, 
particularly in ordinary everyday things, 
and I hope the influence of standardisa- 
tion will extend to rebuilding of the 
future After the war we shall have to 
build economically and we shall have a 
great deal of leeway to make up in build- 
ings, particularly in housing, schools and 
hospitals, and unless work is carried out 
with this method of good standardisation 
delays will occur resulting in confusion 
and much unemployment.” 


Questions and Answers. 

Questioned as to the reduction in the 
number of sizes of bricks, Mr. Tait said 
that it was not proposed to alter length 
or width, but only thickness. On the 
possibility of standardising by-laws, 
especially with regard to plumbing, the 


Director hoped that something could be 


done in that direction. 
Mr. Tait added that he had been 
appointed chairman of a Committee 


,_ that. 


on Standards to which Government Build- 
ing Departments would be invited to 
submit their suggestions and problems. 
In reply to the suggestion that excessive 
standardisation might kill initiative on 
the one hand and produce monotony on 
the other, Mr. —— that it ge not 
proposed to carry the process as as 
Sufficient types would be left to 
permit variety in manufacture and design. 


OBITUARY 


E. C. P. Monson, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death, which 
took place on January 10, of Major 
E. C. P. Monson, F.R.I.B.A., of Acton, 
W.3. Edward Charles Philip Monson, 
who was 69, received his architectural 
education at King’s College, London, 
where he gained the Bronze Medal ih 
Architecture in 1892. He embarked upon 
a busy professional life and had carried 
out a great number of housing schemes for 
the Sutton Trustees and also for London 
and provincial boroughs, especially Isling- 
ton, Bethnal Green and Finsbury. In 
addition, he designed Islington Municipal 
Buildings, and also executed some com- 
mercial work, including a factory at Woo- 
burn Green, Bucks. 

Elected F.R.I.B.A. in 1904, he was also 
F.8.1., PBS. MTP I, MEL? H., 
besides being a Fellow of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers (of which he was 
twice President—in 1919 and again in 
1932) and of the Institute of Arbitrators 
(of which he became President in 1920). 
Major Monson was keenly interested in 
the Territorial movement and held the 
Territorial Decoration. He published after 
the last war “Air Raid Damage in 
London.” 


Dr. Bernard Friedman. 

Many friends in the architectural and 
constructional worid will have learnt with 
regret of the death of Dr. Bernard Fried- 
man, managing director of the Ascot Gas 
Water Heaters, Ltd. This took place sud- 
denly on January 2. Born in 1882, at 
Riga, Friedman was trained as an engi- 
neer, and, up to 1914, was engaged in 
studying the improvement of public utili- 
ties in Russia, particularly gas. After the 
revolution he succeeded in making his 
way to England (where he had worked for 
a brief period in 1903), and in 1927 estab- 
lished the firm in High Holborn which 
was to become the “Ascot ”’ cookers and 
water-heaters foundation. 

Dr. Friedman (who was assisted by his 
son, Leopold Friedman as chief engineer 
and director) was keenly interested in 
social problems, and the products of his 
firm have helped in the solution of at 
least some of these. No less practical con- 
tributions are the publications, “Gas— 
the National Fuel” and “ Flats—Munici- 
pal and Private Enterprise,” which he 
sponsored. In addition to the friendship 
of many architects, he enjoyed the affec- 
tion of his workpeople and administrative 
staff, who will deeply regret his loss. 


Acting Pilot-Officer H. H. J. Hobday. 

We regret to record the death of Acting 
Pilot-Officer Harold H. J. Hobday, R.A.F., 
who was killed on active service in the 
Middle East recently. Acting Pilot-Officer 
Hobday was educated at Brighton College 
and qualified as an Associate of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects in 1939. 


We have also to record the deaths of Mr. 
J. Norman Berry, Sir H. H. 
and Mr. G. E. Marston. Notices will appear 
in a subsequertt issue. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE RECONSTRUCTION OF LONDON- 


MR. DAVIDGE ON THE PROBLEMS RAISED 


Me. W. R. Davines, F.R.1BA., 
M.T.P.I., dealt with this subject in a 
paper read at the Housing Centre, 13, 
Suffolk-street, recently. He said :— 

The title is not of my choosing. If 
a report of this meeting reacnes Hitler 
he may jump at erroneous conclusions. 
He has no doubt done his worst, but I 
doubt whether up to date he has man- 
aged to destroy as much as 2 per cent. 
of London in naphazard places—and not 
always in the places that some of us 
might have chosen. He has, however, 
served to draw attention to what has 
been obvious to many of us all our 
lives—that London does want over- 
hauling as well as replanning in parts, 
if it is to be what we want it to be. 

Many of us have talked for years of 
what we should like to do with London 
to make it the efficient, comfortable, 
nappy and beautiful place it deserves 
to be. We all love London, but that does 
not mean that we love every brick of it 
and don’t want to alter it or improve it, 
or to remove some of the areas of 
hideous habitations that still disgrace it. 
Conditions have been slowly improved. 
Slums have been cleared but hardly as 
fast as new slums have been created. 


Hitler or no Hitler, we have got to 
form a definite policy for the future of 
London, and that policy cannot be 
limited to the haphazard spots chosen 
by the whim of the Nazi airman. Prob- 
ably 20 per cent. of London will have to 
be weeded out as part of the plan, but it 
will have to be done anyway if we are 
to make London worth while. 


Many whole districta have outworn 
their usefulness, and it is as well that 
we should at any rate begin to make up 
our minds: (1) Which are the gova 
things that we are going to preserve; 
(2) which are the had areas that have 
got to go; and (3) which of the indiffer- 
ent areas can be improved and given a 
new lease of life. 


Planning so far has fallen short for a 
variety of reasons. It did not attempt 
to deal with railways or existing utilities 
or existing factories. \It restricted fur- 
ther unsatisfactory development, but did 
not start with a positive plan of things 
to be done from national or even always 
the local point of view. We can never 
expect to have an entirely clear sheet, 
and it would indeed be a disaster if we 
had to start afresh with all our treasured 
buildings gore 

We are the heirs of the ages and we 
owe a debt to those who have gone 
before, each generation in its turn con- 
tributing something to the greatness and 
beauty of dear old London. So far as 
they builded well, we must build on their 
foundations, and we cannot but re- 
member that those who come after us 
will have perforce to carry on the work 
where we leave off. 

Men of vision—of very wide vision—are 
needed, and with all our vision we shall 
still fall short of the needs of the future, 
unless we leave them ample room for all 
the new needs, the new inventions, the 
new comforts of which we have not a 
glimmering. 

Let us look at the map of Westminster 
as it was 200 years ago, and imagine our- 
selves entrusted with the task of planning 
ahead. Should we have visualised—a 


new bridge across the river at West- 
minster, and another later at Vauxhall; 
the cutting of a new Parliament-street to 
supplement our main King-street, and 
the eventual absorption into a wider 
Parliament-street; the opening of the 
Royal Park of St. James to the public 
and a new street (George-street); the 
clearing away of all the houses which 
surrounded the Abbey and our Parish 
Church of St. Margaret’s; the forming of 
a great square on our Broad Sanctuary 
(Parliament Square); and the cutting of 
a great new street diagonally across all 
those houses, leading from the Abbey 
down to Victoria Station with ite then 
undreamt of locomotion by steam! 


London Development Summarised. 

It may help us to focus our ideas on 
the subject of replanning and reconstruc- 
tion to summarise the development of 
London in the last few centuries. 

1. The walled city was sufficient for the 
population for well over a thousand years— 
400 a.p. to 1400 a.p. 

2. In 1560, Elizabeth’s time, suburbs grew 
out to Shoreditch and Ratcliff, and along the 
Strand, with lawns sloping to the river, were 
the mansions of the great. The river was at 
its best—the best; almost the only, means of 
traffic. This was the age of overseas explora- 
tion and trade, the awakening of the social 
conscience—poor law, etc. 

3. In 1660, Charles I restoration, after the 
Civil War, was surrounded with a 
series of charming little villages—garden sub- 
urbs like St. James’s, Chelsea and Kensington 
—aunited by rough tracks, still looking to the 
City as the centre, soon to be struck by the 
terrors of the Plague and the Great Fire. 
Hackney coaches—paving of streets. General 
—_ Office—minimum width of 24 ft. for all 

8. 


4. In 1760 (after the wars which brought 
us India and Quebec). The planned estate, 
its squares atid its mews; turnpike roads to 
facilitate the new coaches. ‘‘ The New Road ”’ 
(now Euston and Marylebone-road and City- 
road). Macadamising and improvement of 
roads, Regular postal services. The canal 

iod—inland navigation. Commissioners of 
Sewers—the parish still the unit, but with 
county justices and fatherly government. 

5. By 1860 (after Crimea and Mutiny)—the 
Railway Age, culminating in Great Exhibi- 
tion, 1851. Gas lighting. Growth of metro- 
politan idea, overriding the parishes. Main 


drainage. Metropolitan Board Works, 1856, 
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L.C.C. 1889, Metropolitan Boroughs, 1899, ix 
its train absorption of the villages and mea 
nation of the canals. ¥ 

6. Twentieth century—following invention 
of the motor. 1909. The awakening of the 
road. Development of Road Funds Act and 
London Traffic Branch, Board of Trade. The 
first Town Planning Act. The Port of London 
Authority. The first Channel flight. 

1913-1916. During the Great War considera. 
tion of arterial roads in Greater London. 

After the war. In 1920 the arterial roads 
began to come into being. Ministry of Trans- 
port. Tarred roads. Better housing. Royal 
Commission Cross River Traffic, ete. Elec. 
tricity grid. 

1932 Town and Country Planning Act. 

1935 Restriction of Ribbon Developmen: 
Act. 

1936 Trunk Roads Act. 

1938 The Bressey Report. Aerial transport 
still ignored, except for fighting services. We 
must use the air, not abuse it. 

1940 Devastation. 

1960 Reconstruction complete? 

Essential first things were :— 


1. A national plan, ineluding all 
phases of national activity, and settle the 
vexed question of decentralisation or dis- 
persal under a Planning Ministry, with 
a body of experts to prepare the actual 
plan. So far as it affects London, main 
communications, open spaces and loca- 
tion of industry. 


2. Regional Divisions to correlate 
national plan and local plans. 


3. A survey of each town (including. 
of course, the London Traffic Area divided 
into, say, six convenient sections) of (a) 
good things to be preserved; (b) bad 
areas to be swept away; and (c) indiffer- 
ent areas to be improved. A comprehen- 
sive plan, taking into consideration such 
things as :— 

4. Bressey Report, a useful Highway 
Survey, but not a plan for London; a 
similar report required for railways to 
remove redundant lines and stations. 
Barlow Report on location of industry. 


5. A revision of T.P. Acts to deal effec- 
tively with compensation and betterment. 
He suggested automatic contribution by 
developer to open spaces and improve- 
ment fund, and an Improvement Trust 
to get on with the job. 


ROYAL INSTITUTE OF THE ARCHITECTS 
OF IRELAND. — 


Annual Meeting. 

At the annual meeting of the Royal Insti- 
tute of the Architects of Ireland held in 
Dublin under the chairmanship of the Presi- 
dent (Mr. W. H. Howard Cooke), Mr. John 
O’Gorman was unanimously él Hon. Secre- 
tary for two years from January 1. Th: 
Council for 1941 was elected as follows :— 
Messrs. E. D. Buckley, J. V. Downes, J. M 
Fairweather, Louis F. Giron, C. A. Harrinz 
ton, T. P. Kennedy, A. G. P. Meldon, H. \. 
Millar, and C. D. O’Toole. Mr. 8. Leonard 
will dens erg the Architectural Association of 
Ireland, and Mr. Gerald M‘Nicholl the Arc!ii- 
tectural Graduates’ Associationt (Nationa! 
University) on the Countil. 

The following is an extract from the annual 
report : ‘‘ It was decided that members of the 
Institute, when practising in Great Britain or 
Northern Ireland, are to charge according to 
rr sores scale of is, the scale 
of charges approved by the al Institute °' 
British Architects on ths Rent Society of 
Ulster Architects, provided that such a scale 
is not less than the ecale of charges of the 
Royal Institute of the Architects of Irelar‘d. 
Agreement was given to the Royal Society of 
Ulster Architects that the R.LB.A. scale of 
charges be adopted in the Ulster area.” 
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AIR-RAID DAMAGE 


DISCUSSION AT 1.A.A.S. 


'aug Incorporated Association of Archi- 
ts and Surveyors, being prevented by 
black-out from holding its evening 
tings, has commenced a series of 
iinch-hour discussions, at 75, Eaton- 
lace, 8.W.1. The first of these was on 
iecember 9, when Mr. G. H. Smrru, 
.s.L, who acts for the Willesden 
Porough Council in connection with air- 
raid damage, addressed the meeting on 
this subject. Mr. Rereratp Browne, 
’ |. A.A., F.LA.S., presided. 

Mr. Smith said that after a raid the local 
suthority had all the properties that had been 
nvolved surveyed and put into categories of 
iamage. Properties which had been totally 
lemolished went into Category A, and pro 
perties so seriously damaged that they would 
have to be demolished into Category B. 
Category C, which consisted of properties less 
seriously damaged, was divided into two sub- 
sections : (1) properties that were still usable, 
ind (2) properties that would have to be 
evacuated. Category D was for properties 
that were only slightly damaged. Even in 
this category damage to glass was not in- 
luded. 

The survey was forwarded to the Govern 
ment department, t.e., the District Valuer, 
ind from it that official obtained his informa- 
tion as to the type of damage that had been 
sustained by any property. Whenever he got 
i claim he could examine the local authority’s 
report and see whether the claim was reason- 
ible. A difficulty arose for the surveyor ad- 
vising the owner of a damaged property if 
that property happened to be damaged a 
second time; in such a case it was better to 
start afresh and include the damage due to 
the first bombardment rather than to make 
out a supplementary claim. 

If possible, it was advisable to itemise a 
claim, and at present the law was that prices 
affixed should be those of March, 1939. They 
should be adhered to when making out the 
laim, but a statement might be put at the 
toot that the prices were 1939 prices, and 
that the right of amending the claim was 
reserved should an Act of Parliament be 
passed altering the present law. 

Another matter was that in many instances 
it was difficult to decide whether property 
should be demolished or not. Where it had 
been subjected to ground eruption, failure in 
the structure might reveal itself, not at the 
ime, but some considerable while afterwards, 
‘nd af it was known that a house had been 
shaken through ground eruption, a provisional 
sum should be inserted in the claim : “‘ Pro- 
vide the sum of £z to cover the cost of 
underpinning should the same reveal itself 
is necessary at some future date.’’ It should 
be understood that if the underpinning was 
found to be unnecessary this sum would be 
:djusted. 

Contentious points arose in connection with 
first-aid repairs. Quoting his own experiences 

i Willesden, Mr. Smith said that, owing to 
‘e amount of damage in the area, the 
Horough Council had been unable to give 

nediate assistance, and had sent out a 

ular letter recommending property owners 
undertake repairs themselves if possible. 

i cases where people could not afford to 

lertake the repairs to their houses the 

incil came in as soon as it could to help 

m. As the law stood, the cost of tem- 

rary work, first-aid repairs, could not be 

ae He hoped the law would be 
\nother item that could not be claimed 
the fee of the surveyor for preparing the 


m. It had te be recovered from the 
nt 
> iscussion. 


‘mong points that came out in reply to 
‘ions was one that a building owner 
t get his tlaim allowed for making per- 

nt repairs, and out of that money he 
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had to pay the local authority for temporary 
repairs. ut the local authorities, in doing 
first-aid repairs, did a lot of permanent work, 
and this was a recoverable item. 

Local authorities, said Mr. Smith, would 
do demolition without charge. No claim 
could be made for damage due to weather, 
although such damage was due to delay in 
getting repairs executed. 

A question was asked about craters. If one 
was formed on a site, could the owner charge 
for a concrete raft so as to make the site fit 
to build on? 

Mr. Smith replied that this was a knotty 
point, and he would not like to give a defi- 
nite answer; but it would be best to treat 
such an item as provisional because it was 
additional to reconstruction. 

Discussion on the maximum expenditure 
permitted for first-aid repairs indicated that 
various officials of the Ministry of Health 
expressed different views to different local 
authorities. One was told a certain figure, 
but another was told something else. 

Further discussion showed that in some 
cases roofs were being retiled or reslated as 


first-aid repairs. Permanent repairs were 
sometimes carried out if the damage was 
slight. Some boroughs carried out extensive 


repairs, others did practically nothing at all. 
One speaker said he had had the opportunity 
of carrying out permanent repairs, and had 
had great difficulty in getting through the 
first stage, but there was a housing shortage 
in his borough, and if it could be proved 
that there was a real housing shortage the 
Ministry would not be too “‘ sticky”’ about 
permanent repairs. But they did not want 
one to go to more than 25 per cent. of the 
value of the house. 





Gas Filling Stations. 

A useful service has been done by the British 
Commercial Gas Associat‘on in publishing 4 
list of 430 existing filling stations for gas- 
driven vehicles. Copies of the list can be 
obtained, price 2d. each, from the British 
Commercial Gas Association, 1, Grosvenor- 
place, London, 8.W.1. 
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LAW REPORT: 


EJECTMENT OF EVACUEES FROM 
COTTAGE REQUIRED FOR FARM 
LABOURER. 
Court or APPEAL. 


Before the Master or tHE Rouis and Lokps. 
Justices Cravson and Gopparp. 


Taylor v. West 

This case egy yee of 
importance un t Novae 
Po en Restrictions (Amendment) Act, 8 
viz., whether the Court had power to make 
an order for the recovery of possession of a 
cottage required for the accommodation of 
a farm labourer without proof of alternative 
accommodation for the tenant. 

The case came before the Court on the 
appeal of the plaintiff from the jud t of 
the deputy County Court judge at Chesham 
County et meg to — @ 
possession of the cottage known as No. 2, 
The Alley, Chalfont St. Giles, occupied by 
the defendant, Mrs, Daisy Alice West. 

The material facts of the case were these : 
The plaintiff, Mr. George Aubrey Taylor, of 
Marsh Farm, Denham, was the owner of the 
cottage in question, together with the farm 
called Church Farm adjoining it. The a 

ed by 
were 


public. 


known as No. 1, The Alley, was occupi 

Mr. Taylor's cowman. Both cottages 
practically in the farmyard, and there were 
no other cottages on the farm, and Mr. 
Taylor, requiring a labourer to work on the 
farm, and not being able to find one at Chal- 
for St. Giles, did so elsewhere, but he 
would have to leave unless he could, with his 
wife and child, be accommodated at No. 2, 
The Alley, which had been occupied by the 
defendant, Mrs. West, since September, 1939. 
On July 29 last Mr. Taylor gave Mrs. West 
a week's notice to quit, and on August 20 
he obtained a certificate of the Buckingham- 
shire Agricultural Committee which stated 
that the cottage was required for the occupa- 
tion of a farm worker necessary for the proper 
working of Church Farm. 

Mrs. West and her husband took the 
cottage soon after the war started, and their 
son, daughter-in-law and grandchild came to 
live in the cottage when their house in 
London was bombed. 

Mrs, West refusing to give u posnesien 
of the cottage, Mr. Ta lor ls the t 
pooceedings, during which the deputy se 
Court judge, after hearing the evidence, said 
while he was satisfied by the certificate of the 
County Agricultural Committee that the man 
for whom Mr. Taylor required the — 
was to be employed on work 
the proper working of the farm, he was not 
— oat the — could not se worked 
without the cottage being occupied by the 
proposed employee. He (the judge) held that 
in view of existing conditions and the 
difficulties in which evacuees from London 
were placed, it would not be reasonable for 
him to make an order for possession as asked. 
From this result Mr. Taylor now appealed, 

Mr. Munro Kerr, for the lant, argued 
that the deputy County Court judge’s decision 
was against the weight of the evidence, and 
that he had gone behind the certificate of the 
County Agricultural Committee. 

‘ LP eg of ~ get: in = course of 
is judgment, sai e deput aunty Court 
judge had no power to go behind the certifi- 
cate of the County Agricultural Committee. 
The ve was that ap Rar | the farm 
properly it was necessary that the labourer 
required for that purpose should have the 
— There was no evidence that Chalfont 
St. Giles was the only place where Mrs. West 
could reasonably be expected te live. So far 
as the evidence went, she had the whole of 
England open to her; but the result of her 
living in that cottage was that the farm could 
not be properly worked, which wes © matter 
of the highest public ‘ Lgeads gm 
prone be — and . be 

anted an order for possession . 
orThe Lords Justices concurred, and mae 
was made that Mr. Taylor should be given 
possession of the cottage within three weeks. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE RECONSTRUCTION OF LONDON- 


MR. DAVIDGE ON THE PROBLEMS RAISED 


Mr. W. R. Davripos, F.R.I.BA., 
M.T.P.1., dealt with this subject in a 
paper read at the Housing Centre, 13, 
Suffolk-street, recently. He said :— 

The title is not of my choosing. If 
a report of this meeting reaches Hitler 
he may jump at erroneous conclusions. 
He has no doubt done his worst, but I 
doubt whether up to date he has man- 
aged to destroy as much as 2 per cent. 
of London in naphazard places—and not 
always in the places that some of us 
might have chosen. He has, however, 
served to draw attention to what has 
heen obvious to many of us all our 
lives—that London does want over- 
hauling as well as replanning in parts, 
if it is to be what we want it to be. 

Many of us have talked for years of 
what we should like to do with London 
to make it the efficient, comfortable, 
nappy and beautiful place it deserves 
to be. We all love London, but that does 
not mean that we love every brick of it 
and don’t want to alter it or improve it, 
or to remove some of the areas of 
hideous habitations that still disgrace it. 
Conditions have been slowly improved. 
Slums have been cleared but hardly as 
fast as new slums have been created. 


Hitler or no Hitler, we have got to 
form a definite policy for the future of 
London, and that policy cannot be 
limited to the haphazard spots chosen 
by the whim of the Nazi airman. Prob- 
ably 20 per cent. of London will have to 
be weeded out as part of the plan, but it 
will have to be done anyway if we are 
to make London worth while. 


Many whole districta have outworn 
their usefulness, and it is as well that 
we should at any rate begin to make up 
our minds: (1) Which are the gova 
things that we are going to preserve; 
(2) which are the had areas that have 
got to go; and (3) which of the indiffer- 
ent areas can be improved and given a 
new lease of life. 


Planning so far has fallen short for a 
variety of reasons. It did not attempt 
to deal with railways or existing utilities 
or existing factories. \It restricted fur- 
ther unsatisfactory development, but did 
not start with a positive plan of things 
to be done from national or even always 
the local point of view. We can never 
expect to have an entirely clear sheet, 
and it would indeed be a disaster if we 
had to start afresh with all our treasured 
buildings gone 

We are the heirs of the ages and we 
owe a debt to those who have gone 
before, each generation in its turn con- 
tributing something to the greatness and 
beauty of dear old London. So far as 
they builded well, we must build on their 
foundations, and we cannot but re- 
member that those who come after us 
will have perforce to carry on the work 
where we leave off. 

Men of vision—of very wide vision—are 
needed, and with all our vision we shall 
still fall short of the needs of the future, 
unless we leave them ample room for all 
the new needs, the new inventions, the 
new comforts of which we have not a 
glimmering. 

Let us look at the map of Westminster 
as it was 200 years ago, and imagine our- 
selves entrusted with the task of planning 
ahead. Should we have visualised—a 


new bridge across the river at West- 
minster, and another later at Vauxhall; 
the cutting of a new Parliament-street to 
supplement our main King-street, and 
the eventual absorption into a wider 
Parliament-street; the opening of the 
Royal Park of St. James to the public 
and a new street (George-street); the 
clearing away of all the houses which 
surrounded the Abbey and our Parish 
Church of St. Margaret’s; the forming of 
a great square on our Broad Sanctuary 
(Parliament Square); and the cutting of 
a great new street diagonally across all 
those houses, leading from the Abbey 
down to Victoria Station with its then 
undreamt of locomotion by steam! 


London Development Summarised. 

It may help us to focus our ideas on 
the subject of replanning and reconstruc- 
tion to summarise the development of 
London in the last few centuries. 


1. The walled city was sufficient for the 
population for well over a thousand years— 
400 a.p. to 1400 a.p. 

2. In 1560, Elizabeth’s time, suburbs grew 
out to Shoreditch and Ratcliff, and along the 
Strand, with lawns sloping to the river, were 
the mansions of the great. The river was at 
its best—the best, almost the only, means of 
traffic. This was the age of overseas explora- 
tion and trade, the awakening of the social 
conscience—poor law, etc. 

3. In 1660, Charles II restoration, after the 
Civil War, London was surrounded with a 
series of charming little villages—garden sub- 
urbs like St. James’s, Chelsea and Kensington 
—aunited by rough tracks, still looking to the 
City as the centre, soon to be struck by the 
terrors of the Plague and the Great Fire. 
Hackney coaches—paving of streets, General 
— Office—minimum width of 24 ft. for all 
roads. 


4. In 1760 (after the wars which brought 
us India and Quebec). The planned estate, 
its squares and its mews; turnpike roads to 
facilitate the new coaches. ‘‘ The New Road "’ 
(now Euston and Marylebone-road and City- 
road). Macadamising and improvement of 
roads. Regular postal services. The canal 
period—inland navigation. Commissioners of 
Sewers—the parish still the unit, but with 
county justices and fatherly government. 

5. By 1860 (after Crimea and Mutiny)—the 
eens Bip culminating in Great Exhibi- 
tion, 1851. Gas lighting. Growth of metro- 
politan idea, overriding the parishes. Main 
drainage. Metropolitan Board Works, 1855. 
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L.C.C. 1889, Metropolitan Boroughs, 1899, in 
its train absorption of the villages and sag: 
nation of the canals. 

6. Twentieth century—following invention 
of the motor. 1909. The awakening of the 
road. Development of Road Funds Act and 
London Traffic Branch, Board of Trade. The 
first Town Planning Act. The Port of London 
Authority. The first Channel flight. 

1913-1916. During the Great War considera. 
tion of arterial roads in Greater London. 

: After the war. In 1920 the arterial roads 

egan to come into being. Ministry of Trans- 
port. Tarred roads. Better housing. Royal 
Commission Cross River Traffic, etc. Elec. 
tricity grid. 

1932 Town and Country Planning Act. 
= 1935 Restriction of Ribbon Developmen: 

ct. 

1936 Trunk Roads Act. 

1938 The Bressey Report. Aerial transport 
still ignored, except for fighting services. We 
must use the air, not abuse it. 

1940 Devastation. 

1960 Reconstruction complete? 

Essential first things were :— 


1. A national pian, including all 
phases of national activity, and settle the 
vexed question of decentralisation or dis- 
persal under a Planning Ministry, with 
a body of experts to prepare the actual 
plan. So far as it affects London, main 
communications, open spaces and loca- 
tion of industry. 

2. Regional Divisions to correlate 
national plan and local plans. 


3. A survey of each town (including. 
of course, the London Traffic Area divided 
into, say, six convenient sections) of (a) 
good things to be preserved; (b) bad 
areas to be swept away; and (c) indiffer- 
ent areas to be improved. A comprehen- 
sive plan, taking into consideration such 
things as :— 

4. Bressey Report, a useful Highway 
Survey, but not a plan for London; a 
similar report required for railways to 
remove redundant lines and stations. 
Barlow Report on location of industry. 

5. A revision of T.P. Acts to deal effec- 
tively with compensation and betterment. 
He suggested automatic contribution by 
developer to open spaces and improve- 
ment fund, and an Improvement Trust 
to get on with the job. 


ROYAL INSTITUTE OF THE ARCHITECTS 
OF IRELAND. — 


Annual Meeting. 

At the annual meeting of the Royal Insii- 
tute of the Architects of Ireland held in 
Dublin under the chairmanship of the Pre«'- 
derft (Mr. W. H. Howard Cooke), Mr. John 
O’Gorman was unanimously él Hon. Secre- 
tary for two years from January 1. The 
Council for 1941 was elected as follows :— 
Messrs. E. D. Buckley, J. V. Downes, J. 
Fairweather, Louis F. Giron, C. A. Harrin:- 
ton, T. P. Kennedy, A. G. P. Meldon, H. \. 
Millar, and C. D. O’Toole. Mr. §. Leonard 
will represent the Architectural Association oi 
Ireland, and Mr. Gerald M‘Nicholl the Arc!:i- 
tectural Graduates’ Association’ (Nations! 
University) on the Countcil. 

The following is an extract from the annual 
report : ‘‘ It was decided that members of the 
Institute, when ising in Great Britain or 
Northern Ireland, are to charge according ‘° 
pcre scale of ch at is, the scale 
of charges approved by the al Institute of 
British Architects or the Real: Society of 
Ulster Architects, provided that such a scale 
is not less than the scale of charges of the 
Royal Institute of the Architects of Irelar‘d. 
Agreement was given to the Royal Society of 
Ulster Architects that the R.LB.A. scale of 
charges be adopted in the Ulster area.”’ 











January 17 1941 


AIR-RAID DAMAGE 


DISCUSSION AT 1.A.A.S. 
‘ag Incorporated Association of Archi- 
is and Surveyors, being prevented by 
black-out from holding its evening 
tings, has commenced a series of 


ich-hour discussions, at 75, Eaton- 
iace, 8.W.1. The first of these was on 
December 9, when Mr. G. H. Smiru, 
ros.L, who acts for the Willesden 


forough Council in connection with air- 
raid damage, addressed the meeting on 
this subject. Mr. Reoryatp Browne, 
 1.A.A., F.LA.S., presided. 

Mr. Smith said that after a raid the local 

hority had all the properties that had been 
uvolved surveyed and put into categories of 
iamage. Properties which had been totally 
jemolished went into Category A, and pro 
perties so seriously damaged that they would 
have to be demolished into Category B. 
Category C, which consisted of properties less 
seriously damaged, was divided into two sub- 

tions : (1) properties that were still usable, 
ind (2) properties that would have to be 
evacuated. Category D was for properties 
that were only slightly damaged. Even in 
this category damage to glass was not in- 
cluded. 

The survey was forwarded to the Govern- 
ment department, i.e., the District Valuer, 
ind from it that official obtained his informa- 
tion as to the type of damage that had been 
sustained by any property. Whenever he got 
. claim he could examine the local authority's 
report and see whether the claim was reason- 
ible. A difficulty arose for the surveyor ad- 
vising the owner of a damaged property if 
that property happened to be damaged a 
second time; in such a case it was better to 
start afresh and include the damage due to 
the first bombardment rather than to make 
out a supplementary claim. 

If possible, it was advisable to itemise a 
claim, and at present the law was that prices 
affixed should be those of March, 1939. They 
should be adhered to when making out the 
laim, but a statement might be put at the 
foot that the prices were 1939 prices, and 
that the right of amending the claim was 
reserved should an Act of Parliament be 
passed altering the present law. 

Another matter was that in many instances 
it was difficult to decide whether property 
should be demolished or not. Where it had 
been subjected to ground eruption, failure in 
the structure might reveal itself, not at the 
‘ime, but some considerable while afterwards, 
‘ind if it was known that a house had been 
shaken through ground eruption, a provisional 
sum should be inserted in the claim : ‘ Pro- 
vide the sum of £z to cover the cost of 
underpinning should the same reveal itself 
is necessary at some future date.’’ It should 
be understood that if the underpinning was 
found m4 be unnecessary this sum would be 
sdjusted. 

Contentious points arose in connection with 
hrest-aid repairs. Quoting his own experiences 
in Willesden, Mr. Smith said that, owing to 

amount of damage in the area, the 
Sorough Council had been unable to give 
iediate assistance, and had sent out a 
ular letter recommending property owners 
undertake repairs themselves if possible. 
cases where people could not afford to 
lertake the repairs to their houses the 
neil came in as soon as it could to help 
0. As the law stood, the cost of tem- 
‘ry work, ‘first-aid repairs, could not be 
ei He hoped the law would be 

‘nother item that could not be claimed 

the fee of the surveyor for preparing the 
mn It had to be recovered from the 


nt 


> scussion. 


‘mong points that came out in reply to 
‘ions was one that a building owner 


t get his tlaim allowed for making per- 
if repairs, and out of that money he 
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had to pay the local authority for temporary 
repairs. ut the local authorities, in doing 
first-aid repairs, did a lot of permanent work, 
and this was a recoverable item. 

Local authorities, said Mr. Smith, would 
do demolition without charge. No claim 
could be made for damage due to weather, 
although such damage was due to delay in 
getting repairs executed. y 

A question was asked about craters. If one 
was formed on a site, could the owner charge 
for a concrete raft so as to make the site fit 
to build on? 

Mr. Smith replied that this was a knotty 
point, and he would not like to give a defi- 
nite answer; but it would be best to treat 
such an item as provisional because it was 
additional to reconstruction. 

Discussion on the maximam expenditure 
permitted for first-aid repairs indicated that 
various officials of the Ministry of Health 
expressed different views to different local 
authorities. One was told a certain figure, 
but another was told something else. 

Further discussion showed that in some 
cases roofs were being retiled or reslated as 
first-aid repairs. Permanent repairs were 
sometimes carried out if the damage was 
slight. Some boroughs carried out extensive 
repairs, others did practically nothing at all. 
One speaker said he had had the opportunity 
of carrying out permanent repairs, and had 
had great difficulty in getting through the 
first stage, but there was a housing shortage 
in his borough, and if it could be proved 
that there was a real housing shortage the 
Ministry would not be too ‘‘ sticky” about 
permanent repairs. But they did not want 
one to go to more than 25 per cent. of the 
value of the house. 





Gas Filling Stations. 

A useful service has been done by the British 
Commercial Gas Associat'on in publishing 4 
list of 430 existing filling stations for gas- 
driven vehicles. Copies of the list can be 
obtained, price 2d. each, from the British 
Commercial Gas Association, 1, Grosvenor- 
place, London, 8.W.1. 
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LAW REPORT. 
EJECTMENT OF EVACUEES FROM 
COTTAGE REQUIRED FOR FARM 

LABOURER. 
Court or APPEAL. 


Before the Master or THE Roxis and Lokps. 
Justices Cravson and Gopparp. © 


Taylor v. West 

This case raised a question of 
importance under the t and 
Interest Restrictions (Amendment) Act, » 
viz., whether the Court had power to make 
an order for the recovery of possession of a 
cottage required for the accommodation of 
a farm labourer without proof of alternative 
accommodation for the tenant. 

The case came — gt aap on = 
a 1 of the plaintiff from the judgment o 
gp ot Commie Court judge at Chesham 
County Court, who refused to grant him 
possession of the known as No. 2, 
The Alley, Chalfont St. Giles, occupied by 
the defendant, Mrs, Daisy Alice West. 

The material facts of the case were these : 
The plaintiff, Mr. George Aubrey Taylor, of 
Marsh Farm, Denham, was the owner of the 
cottage in question, together with the farm 
called Church Farm adjoining it. The a 
known as No. 1, The Alley, was occupied by 
Mr. Taylor’s cowman. Both cottages were 
practically in the farmyard, and there were 
no other cottages on the farm, and Mr. 
Taylor, requiring a labourer to work on the 
farm, and not being able to find one at Chal- 
fori St. Giles, did so elsewhere, but he 
would have to leave unless he could, with his 
wife and child, be accommod: at No. 2, 
The Alley, which had been occupied by the 
defendant, Mrs. West, since September, 1939. 
On July 29 last Mr. Taylor gave Mrs. West 
a week’s notice to quit, and on August 20 
he obtained a certificate of the Buckingham- 
shire Agricultural Committee which stated 
that the cottage was required for the occupa- 
tion of a farm worker necessary for the proper 
working of Church Farm. 


Mrs. West and her husband took the 
cottage soon after the war started, and their 
son, daughter-in-law and grandchild came to 
live in the cottage when their house in 
London was bombed. 


Mrs. West refusing to give u posesaien 
of the cottage, Mr. Ta lor Frought. the — 
proceedings, during which the deputy ity 
Court judge, after hearing the evidence, said 
while he was satisfied by the certificate of the 
County Agricultural Committee that the man 
for whom Mr. Taylor required the or 
was to be employed on work necessary 
the proper working of the farm, he was not 
— 9 the my 3 could pane worked 
without the cottage being occupied by the 
proposed employee. He (the judge) held that 
in view of existing conditions and the 
difficulties in which evacuees from London 
were placed, it would not be reasonable for 
him to make an order for possession as asked. 
From this result Mr. Taylor now a ‘ 
Mr. Munro Kerr, for the lant, argued 
that the deputy County Court judge’s decision 
was against the weight of the evidence, and 
that he had gone behind the certificate of the 
County Agricultural Committee. 
x hago sme of by tag in = course of 
is judgment, said the uty County Court 
judge had no power to go behind the certifi- 
cate of the County Agricultural Committee. 
The — was that ares the farm 
properly it was necessary that the labourer 
aed for that purpose should have the 
co . There was no evidence that Chalfont 
St. Giles was the only place where Mrs. West 
could reasonably be expected to live. So far 
as the evidence went, she had the whole of 
and open to her; but the result of her 
living in that cottage was that the farm could 
not ly worked, which was a matter 
of the highest public importance. The 
would be allowed and Mr. Taylor be 
granted an order for possession of the . 
The Lords Justices concurred, and an order 
was made that Mr. Taylor should be given 
possession of the cottage within three weeks. 
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PRECAST UNIT 
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CONSTRUCTION 


FOR HUTTING. 


lurs form of construction—which has been 
provisionally p atented by Mr. George Coles, 
F_R.LB.A.—is covered by Provisional Patent 
No. 32217/39, and is ay eg by the War 
Office as an alternative design to their stan 
lard Army hut. We are informed that, under 
he Building Research Station’s rulings as set 
out in their Bulletin No. 3, the hut is ‘‘ Grade 
4”’ throughout. The aim of the design has 
heen to reduce the use of steel and timber to 
the lowest possible amount and to use as far 
1s possible only those materials whic h are pro- 
duced in this country. Although the total 
eel content as designed is on! ly 3.86 cwt., the 

s calculated for a superfici al load of 15 Ib 

per square foot pressure normal to the slope 
wn the windward side of the roof and 10 lb. 


yer square foot acting on the leeward side. 
No I gh-tens le steel is used in the construc- 


Special features of the design are claimed 


to be 

1. Economy a) Steel: Due to the special 
form of reinforcement in the compressional 
members of the roof trusses, the total steel 
ontent in the trusses and purlins is 3.6 cwt. ; 
(b) Timber: Apart from joinery, the total 
timber used is in the small fixing battens; and 
(c) Skilled labour: The whole hut can be 
assembled by unskilled labour. 

2. Speep or Erecrion.—Al] units are dry 
jointed, with strips of bitumastic felt between 
the horizontal joints, which are bolted to- 


gether, giving speed in erection. Frosty con- 


ditions do not delay building operations. The 
types of parts have been reduced to a minimum 
to economise complicated stacking and sorting 
at site, similar sized slabs being inter- 
changeable. 

3. ADAPTABILITY OF Des1Gn.—The same type 
of design is suitable for spans up to 30 ft., 
and muitiple-span buildings can be erected by 
the provision of concrete stanchions. The 
whole structure is precast with the exception 


of the floor slab, 
where quantities warrant, at site. 
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and the units can be 


4. THermat Reststance.—The total } 





ai 


loss is only 48,372 B.T.U.s per hour, compa? ad 


with a heat loss of 61,100 B.T.U.s 


a 


r hour 
timber hut having weather-boar 


ternally and matchboarded internally, floor 
tongued and grooved boarding covered \ 
linoleum and roof formed of felt on boarding 


5. Frre Resistance.—The construction 


fire resisting throughout and needs no m 
tenance for upkeep. 


The photographs are of a hut erected in t 


r 


ed wall ex. 


‘ 


Oo! 


Ix 


type of construction at Concrete Works, Carn 


worth-road, 


Fulham, S.W.6, which may 


inspected by appointment. 





LIST OF PRECAST UNITS FOR STANDARD ARMY HUT. 


PURLINS (average weight, 525 lb., 12 ft. long) 
TRUSSES ( ms mt 
Posts— 
Side posts, 18 in. 
Gable posts, 18 in. 
Corner posts, 9 in. 


SLABS— 


6 in. at base, 8 in. 
6 in. at base, 8 in. 
6 in., 9 ft. 4 in. ‘vate 


S.1 (average weight, 189 lb.), 5 ft. 10 in 
LE’ ae ieee 5 133 ,, ), 4 ft. 0 in 
SS i oa 97 ,, ), 2 ft. 9} in 
an, oe re 43, oo), 1 ft. 5 in 
GBC ow Pa 161 ,, ), 6 ft. 4 in. 
GB2(- 3  « 171 ,, ), 6 ft. 2 in. 
CILLS— 
Large type, 6} in. x 4 in., 4 ft. 0 in. long 
Small type, 64 in. x 4 in., 2 ft. 0 in. long 


LiInTOLS— 
Large type, 6} in. x 4 in., 4 ft. 0 in. long 
Small type, 6} in. x 4 in., 2 ft. 0 in. long 


half truss, 420 Ib., 11 ft long) 


6 in. at top, 10 ft. 3 in. long 
‘ 6 in. at da 13 ft. 0 in. ~~ 


. 64 in. 
. 6 in. 
. 6$ in. 
. 64 in. 
;. 64 in. 
. 6 in. 


No. 4 sets of tie rods (2 in. diameter) and stirrups, and Rit in. diameter bolts, nuts and washers, 


to tie and hinge joints. 
No. 20 metal cramps to purlins. 











VIEWS TAKEN DURING ERECTION. 





VIEWS OF COMPLETED HUT. 
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A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. 


Poplar.—B.C. recommend following: M.H. 
be asked to sanction brick surface shelter at 
first-aid post, at £280 10s.; Minister of Home 
be asked to sanction additional sur 
face shelter at a depot, at £135; Boro’ Eng. 

nd Sur. be authorised to carry out adapta 

ns to provide stretcher party depot at 
ol, at £158; application to Minister of 
Home Security for sanction to adaptation of 
premises as stretcher party depot, at £262; 
ipplieation to L.C.C. to borrow £655 for 
shelters at council’s depots and_ child 
refuges; application be made to M.H. for 
sanction to borrow £805 for shelters at 
maternity and child welfare clinics; applica- 
tion to M.H. for sanction to borrowing 
£5,815 for erection and waterproofing steel 
shelters and provision of baffle walls; £483 
on improvements to a pestis shelter; 
replacement of temporary decontamination 
section at a hospital, at £565; and provision 
of additional shelters at two council depots, 
at £206. 

Westminster.—City Council recommend 
adaptation and strengthening works as 
public shelters at various premises, at 
£6,773 5s.; waterproofing shelter trenches, at 
£725; works at two first-aid posts, at £312; 
protection works at a depot and baths, at 
£275; protection works at two libraries, at 
£112 10s 

Woolwich.—B.C. approved 369 domestic 
shelters by Thomas and Edge, Halse and 
Sons and Robinsons (Gardens), Ltd., at 
£12,149 10s.—Council approved, subject to 
Ministry of Home Security, lavatory accom- 
modation at basement shelter at Eltham, at 
£330, and sandbag protection at five first-aid 
posts be replaced by brick walls by Boro’ 
Eng., at £1,029 6s. 


ws gad? ti Pitt 
mt Abisy 


PROVINCIAL. 


Batley.—Ward at a maternity liome to be 
converted into a  shelter.—TI.C. propose 
aiterations to two A.F.S. fire stations and 
feeding centres and community kitchens. 
Plans by T. Mossop, Boro’ Sur. 

Birmingham.—A.RK.P. Committee propose 
work for prevention of waterlogging of 
31,000 householders’ steel shelters, at 
£115,000.—Committee also recommends con- 
struction of 11,200 bunks, at £8,400. 

Blyth.—T.C. to spend £16,000 on surface 
shelters at 21 sakedia. 

Bootle.—T.C. approved heating of public 
shelters, at £500-£700 

Bournemouth.—T.C. accepted following 
firms for air raid protection works at 
schools: Bryant and Srenbtides, £139 18s. ; 
W. Hayward and Sons, £113, and George 
Shears and Sons, £384. 

Bury.—T.C. propose A.F.S, sub-station. 

Chelmsford.—T.C. decided to go forward 
at once with air raid protection for houses 
within 250 yards radius of chief works -of 
town. 

Coine.—T.C. approved plan for shelters for 
300 pupils at grammar school, for Governors. 

Darfield.—U.D.C. to erect public shelter. 
Plans by F. Aldred, Sur. 

Darwen.—T.C. propose communal feeding 
centres. Plans by B. Marsden, Boro’ Eng. 

Dewsbury.—T.C. propose alterations to 
first-aid post, at ; 

Doncaster.—T.C. propose rest centres, at 
£4,000, and community feeding and kitchens, 
also installation of 2,000 bunks in public 
shelters. Plans by F. O. Kirby, Boro’ Eng., 
2, Priory-pl. 

Durham.—Tenders to be obtained by 
R.D.C, for shelters at Coxhoe and Bowburn. 
Pians by 8. Dodds, Sur., Byland Lodge. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to submit to 
Regional Officer proposals for tunnel 
shelters in nine areas. 

Halesowen. — T.C. propose community 
feeding centres at Methodist Church schools. 
onservative club buildings, old technical 
school, and Hill Top council schools. Plans 
by G. Spurr, Boro’ Sur. 

Hebden Bridge.—West Riding C.C. to erect 
50-person public shelters. 

Hull.—For erection of rescue, decon- 
tamination and repair depots, the T.C. 
sccepted tenders of Quibell and Son, Ltd., 
i. £2.668 15s. and £2,927 19s. 

Keighiey—West Riding C.C. to erect 
cleansing unit at hospital. Plans by A. 
Booth (A.), County Architect, Wakefield. 

Lanchester.—For communal shelters at 


, 


Langley Park for R.D.C., contract placed 
with A. Elcoat, Darlington-rd., Durham. 


+HE BUILDER 


Leeds.—City Council to instal water and 
electrie lighting in surface shelters. 
Leeds.—I.C. accepted tender, at £2,555, 
for eight public surface sheiters for 50 per- 
sons each, submitted by Walter Ripley and 
Sons, Ltd., 128, West-st.—T.C. propose com- 
munal feeding centre at municipal schools, 
with seating for about 200 persons, at £2,060. 
Plans by W. 8. Cameron, City Eng. 
Longbenton.—U.D.C. to buiid shelters by 
direct labour, and also to concrete domestic 
shelters. Plans by H. McNaught, Sur. 


Lymm.—U.D.C. propose deep public 
dealer. Plans by D. Mort, Sur. re 
Macclesfield.—T.C. to erect additional 


domestic communal shelters. 

Manchester. — T.C. approved sleeping 
bunks for resident staffs in hospitals and 
institution shelters, at £1,276; shelter accom- 
modation for visitors to hospital, at £450; 
shelter accommodation for ambulance 
patients at hospital, at £1,720; shelter ac- 
commodation for visitors to hospital, at 
£950; same for children at a hospital, at 
£1,235; shelter agcommodation at an exhibi- 
tion hall.—Plans passed for A.R.P. cleans- 
ing station to works, Forge-la. 

orley.—T.C. propose communal feeding 
centre at children’s reading room at public 
library. Plans by F. Turner, Boro’ Sur. 

Nelson.—T.C. received sanction for instal- 
lation of electric light in public shelters. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — City Council  re- 
ceived sanction to borrow &7,814 in connec- 
tion with A.R.P. work at secondary schools 
and technical colleges and a _ training 
college. 

Ormskirk.—U.D.C. propose community 
feeding centres. Plans o E. J. Wright, 
Sur. 

Pwitheli.—T.C. propose community feed 
ing and kitchens.—T.C. accepted tender, at 
£287, submitted by Solomon Owens, “ Fair- 
holme,”. Penrhos, Caernarvon, for public 
shelter. Plans by C. Roberts, Boro’ Sur. 

Rochdale.—T.C. propose community feed- 
ing centres and pubiic shelters. Plans by 
8. H. Morgan, Boro’ Sur.—T.C. propose in- 
stallation of heating apparatus in public 
shelters. 

Rothwell.—U.D.C. propose public shelter. 
to be converted into ’bus shelter after war. 

Scarborough.—For shelter for D. Wray 
and Sons contract placed with F. W. Plax- 
ton, Searhborough. 
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Scunthorpe.—T.C. propose 


C ventilation, 
waterproofing and sanitation of domestic 
communai shelters. 

South Shields.—E.C. to apply for sanction 
to spend £2,741 on school shelters. Con 
tract for school shelters placed with Car 


ruthers and Son, 1, 
Shields, at £520. 

Southport.—T.C. propose community feed 
ing and kitchen centres. Plans by H. L. 
Bunting, Boro’ Sur. 

Stokesley.—R.D.C. approved plans for 
shelters to cost £15,000. Scheme submitted 
to Regional Commissioner. 

Stourport.—Worcestershire E.C. propose 
school shelters and sanitary conveniences. 
Plans by A. Rowe and Son, Acting 
County Architects, Foregate-st., Worcester. 

Stretford.—T.C. to strengthen basement of 
a chapel as shelter, at £325.—Counci!l ap 
proved protection and strengthening of first 
aid post, at £360, and £3,700 in connection 
with heating and lighting of public and 
communal domestic shelters. 

Swansea.—Boro’ Eng. and Sur. to proceed 
with installation of bunks to accommodate 
5,000 persons. 

Wallsend.—T.C. received approval for par 
tial rebuilding of 30 shelters, at £5,146. 

West Lancashire.—R.D.C. to erect addi 
tional brick and concrete shelters with flat 
roofs.—Contracts let to Berry and Helliwell, 
Liverpool-rd., North Burscough, for passage 
shelters at Ford, and to Gradwell and Sons, 
Halsall Bridge, near Ormskirk, for baffle 
walls at Maghull. Plans by R. Rosbotham. 
Sur. 


Heugh-ter., South 


SCOTLAND. 

Edinburgh. — Corporation have £6.00 
scheme on hand for shelters. E. J. MacRae. 
Architect, Municipal Buildings. 

Paisley—Plans in hand _ for shelters. 
Frank Stuart, Architect, Municipal Engi 
neer’s Office. 


NEW INVENTION 
MOULDLESS PRE-CAST BEAMS. 


One of the major difficulties in floor and 
flat roof construction to-day is that of obtain 
ing the requisite timber for sheeting and 
centering. Accordingly, pre-cast self-centering 
floors are in great demand, but here again 
another obstacle arises—the difficulty of get 
ting sufficient timber to make the necessary 
moulds for a reasonable output of pre-cast 
units, 

The object of the ‘‘ Mortonbloc ”’ system is 
to provide : (a) a centerless floor requiring no 
timber sheeting or propping whatever; {b) a 
method of casting such floor without moulds 

The method entails the use of a special 
shaped hollow-tile or block (which takes the 
place of the hollow tile in orthodox hollow 
tile floors). These special tiles, which are 
self-aligning, are quickly placed in rows one 
against the other on any level surface on the 
ground and filled with concrete and the requi- 
site steel reinforcement. The shape of the 
tiles is such that they entirely contain the 
concrete filling in the form of T without any 
extraneous sheeting or timber forms whatever 
Only one standard length of tile is required 
to make pre-cast beams of any length, and by 
carrying a stock of the tiles beams can be 
made and delivered at a few days’ notic: to 
rush jobs. 

Handling is claimed to be reduced to 4 
minimum, and the risk of breakage ©! 
damage to the pre-cast. beams is negligi!le. 
as there is no mould to strip and the rein 
forced-concrete T-beam is always supported 
by the tiles on which it is cast. The beams 
are cast either at the works or on the s'le. 
and when sufficiently matured are lifted | .to 
position side by side on the supporting jo:sts 
or walls; the joints between the beams »re 
then grouted up, and the whole forms in e 
a hollow-tile floor or roof. 

Designed and calculated as a_ hollow ile 
floor, this method of construction is clair ed 
by the patentee, Mr. B. Morton, A.M.! 
B.E., to be adaptable to any loading fo™ 
light domestic requirements to heavy fac! \'Y 
conditions over a long range of , and ‘he 
average dead weight of the construction ' 
about 431b. per sq. ft. Details are avail 
from the inventor, c/o Drake Morton ( 
structions, Ltd., 42, King-street West, M:"- 
chester, 3. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For e contracts still o 


but not included in this list, see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 


are adv. rtised in this number. The dates at the head of paragraphs are those for the submission of 


tenders: a dagger (t) denotes closing date for a 
to the person, from whom particulars may be o 


BUILDING. 


JANUARY 17. 
Bridiington T.C.—Nine public shelters. 
Boro’ Eng. 
Warwick 17.C.—Temporary 
cemetery. RK. Wormell, 
Sur., 20, The Butts. 
JANUARY 18. 
Chelmsford T.C.—Plant house, together 
with anciliary works, at gasworks. Gas 
Eng., Gasworks. Dep. £2 2s. 
Hartley Wintney R.D.C.—Garages, etc., at 
sewage works. A. J. R. Watts, Building 


mortuary at 
oro’ Eng. and 


Sur. 
Ormskirk U.D.C.—Shelters. Sur. Dep. 


£1 Is. 
JANUARY 20. 

Belfast 7.C.—Cleansing station at A.R.P. 
headquarters. City Sur. (Architectural Sec 
tion, Reom 92), City Hall. 

Burnham-on-Crouch U.D.C. — Domestic 
surface shelters. Sur. 

Caerphilly U.D.C.—Service shelters in 
Caerphilly and Abertridwr. T. H. Richards, 
Sur. Dep. £1 Is. 

Ceiriog aoe dipping station at 
Tynycelyn, Nantyr, Glynceiriog. R. W. 
Aubrey, Sur. Dep. £1 1s. 

tLuton T.C.— a Geen build- 
ing. R. Dean, General Manager and Chief 
Engineer, Electricity Undertaking, St. 
Mary’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Poole 7.C.—A!'terations and additions to 
Alderney isolation hospital, Ringwood-rd., 
Parkstone. J. R. Barron, Boro’ Eng. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Watford R.D.C.—Public shelter at Radlett. 
Eng. and Sur., 25, King-st. 


JANUARY 21. 

Swadlincote D.U.C.—Communal domestic 
air raid shelters for 1,400 persons. G. 8. 
Baker, Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 

Workington T.C. — Communal domestic 
shelters, Westfield, Marsh and Quay dis- 
tricts. A. B. Cooper, Boro’ Eng. and Sur. 

JANUARY 22. 

Beverley T.C.—Four 50-person surface type 
egy at three schools. Boro’ Sur. Dep. 
& 8. 

Caernarvonshire C.C. — Conveniences at 
Bethesda county school. Director of Educa- 
tion, Caernarvon. 

Croydon C.B.—Seven public surface shel- 
ters. Boro’ Eng. Dep. £1 Is. 


Horsham =R.D.C.—Public shelter at 
Crawley. Building Sur. 
JANUARY 23. 
Devon C.C.—Shelters, etc., for schools. 
‘ounty Architect, 97, Heavitree-rd., Exeter. 


JANUARY 24. 

Cardiff T.C.—First-aid post and site works. 
‘1, H. Whitaker, City Eng. 

Chelsea B.C.—Permanent repairs to work- 
ng-class dwellings at Macnamara House and 
Albert Gray House, Lacland-pl. and Riley- 
st. Koro’ Eng. and Sur. 

Leominster T.C.—39 communal domestic 
Boro’ Sur. Dep. £1 1s. 

Manchester T.C.—Bureau and forming re- 
cesses for seats in wall at Parker-st. "bus 
tation. City Architect. Dep. £1 1s. 

Rickmansworth U.D.C.—Improvement to 
citrance ramps at public trench shelters. 


Sur 
. JANUARY 25. 
Bediingtonshire U.D.C.—Domestic surface 
ieiters. W. Hall, Eng. and Sur. 
Bedwellty U.D.C.—10 surface _ shelters. 
). tt. Price, Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 
Broadford T.C.—X-ray department at an 
en ney hospital. City Architect. 
Castle Donington R.D.C.—Domestic _sur- 
velters in Kegworth and Castle Don- 
. H. M. Clifford, clerk. 
_Palfax €.B.—39 dormitory _ surface 
she icrs at 21 sites in borough. D. T. Lloyd 
*, Boro’ Eng., Crossley-st. Dep. £1 Is. 
_ Millom R.D.C.—Filtering station, etc., for 
vatccworks scheme. Taylor and Wallin, 
tr. ginecrs, 1, Newcastle-upon- 
Stoopshire €.C.—Air raid protection, in- 
c.g two surface shelters, at Broseley 
Ud: hool. A. G. Chant, County Architect, 
» #!c:mont, Shrewsbury. 
- JANUARY 27. : ? 
Chotmsford 7.C.—Domestic air raid 
~ and blast walls. Vincent J. Willis, 
Oro Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 


Sheiters, 


f 


Saville-pl., 


piston; the name and address at the end refer 


Gravesend T.C.—Repairs to orti 
Borough Architect, 5, Weedviltiens 

Mountain Ash Education Committee.— 
shelters near two schools. W. H. Williams 
L.R.1.B.A.. Town Hall, Mountain Ash. 
_ Ossett T.C.—Surface type communal 
shelters and strengthening of basement, 
Back-la. Boro’ Sur. and Eng. 


t NO DATE. 
Braintree R.D.C.—Shelters to accommodate 
approx. 2,000 persons. H. E. Feliows, clerk. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 
JANUARY 18. 

Lanchester Joint Hospital Board.—In- 
ternal painting and decorating at infectious 
diseases hospital. J. J. 8. Barker, clerk, 
Guardians Offices, Lanchester. 


JANUARY 20. 
Leeds T.C.—Repairs on housing estates 
from Groups 1-7, R. A. H. Livett (A.), 
Housing Jirector, 26, Great George-st. 


Charge 5s. 
JANUARY 22. 
Darfield U.D.C.—Repairs to 1 to 16, inelu 
sive, College-ter. Sur. 


MATERIALS. 


JANUARY 22. 
_ Cambridgeshire C.C.—Gravel, eic. 
Sur., Cambridge. 
Hull Corporation.—Building and highway 
materials. City Eng. 
JANUARY 24, 
East Riding C.C.—Road materials. County 
Sur., County Hall, Beverley. 
JANUARY 25. 
Stockport C.B.—Builders materials for Gas 
Dept. Sec., Gas Dept. 
Tamworth T.C.—Road materials. J. Lewis 
Bleazard, Boro’ Eng. and Sur. 
JANUARY 27. 
North Riding C.C.—Highway materials. 
County Sur.. Northallerton. 
Rutlandshire C.C.—Road materials. County 
Sur. (Southern Area), Ketton, Stamford. 
St. Pancras B.C.—Road materials. Boro’ 
Eng. and Sur. 
Wood Green T.C. — Highway materials. 
Boro’ Eng. and Sur. Dep. £1 Is. 
ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 
JANUARY 21. 
Frimley and Camberley U.D.C. Timber 
footbridge over Basingstoke Canal, and an 
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eillary works in Mytchett Place-rd., 
Mytchett. Surveyor’s Dept. Dep. £1 Is. 
MARCH 17. : 

-South Africa,—Stoker fired boilers com- 
pte with auxiliaries; also steel frame 

uildings for boiler and turbine houses for 
Peetocis City Council. mm oor 
consulti engineers. a- 
London, §.W.L. Dep. £2 2s. : 

ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 

WORKS. 
JANUARY 18. : 

Corby U.D.C. — Laying of approximately 
- yd. aim or water pipes, eee 
the supply of necessary pipes . 
D. W. esaeen, Eng. and Bee. Dep. £2 2a. 

JANUARY 2. ? 

Saltash T.C.—Laying approx. 2 miles of 
4-in. water main, ether with appurten- 
ances. F. J. Harris, Boro’ Sur. 


Public Appointments. 
JANUARY 25. : 
*Edmonton T.C.—T rary Quantity 
Surveying Assistant. F. W. Claxton, T.C. 


THE PURCHASE TAX 


Tue following statement is issued by the 

Custom House :— 
1.—Discounts on THE Purcuase Tax. 

Inquiries have been made whether it is open 
to a seller to allow his buyer a discount on the 
Purchase Tax. As there appears to be some 
doubt on this matter the Commissioners are 
issuing the following statement for the 
guidance of registered persons :— 

The tax due from the seller to the Crown 
in respect of the sale must be caleulated of 
the statutory wholesale value of the goods. 
This is a cash value, and consequently any 
cash discounts which are available to buyers 
generally may be deducted from the — by 
reference to which it is determined. But once 
the amount of tax due is thus determined it 
is an absolute figure 4 c of the actual 
discount earned in arty ular case. And 
it is this absolute figure which the seller is 
required by law to show on any settlement 
invoice or monthly statement issued to & 
retailer in respect of the sale, and which he 
must in due course pay to the Crown. 

2.—LiaBinity Decisions. 

The following decisions img the lia- 
bility to tax of certain articles are published 
as supplementary to those already given in 
Notice No. 78 :— 

Class 6 (Furniture).— 

Chargeable : Bar and hotel settees and 
seating furniture, whether fixed or not. 

Class 7 (Lighting Fittings and Domestic 

Appliances, etc.).— 


Chargeable at the rate of 334 per cent. : f 


Radiators and convectors (steam, water,/” 
gas, oil or electric). 

Not chargeable : Boilers for steam heating 
having a rating of 150,000 B.T.U. per 
hour or over. 

Additional decisions are :— 

Class 2 (Textiles, etc.).—Window substitute 
material known as “ Linalite’’ is chargeable 
as a fabric. 

Not chargeable. — Reinforced waterproof 
wrapping and packing paper and similar 
specialised wrapping and ing materials. 

Class 6 (furniture). — Picture frames not 
liable as fancy s under class 16. are 
chargeable under class 6. Picture frames made 
to order are also liable. 

Class 7 (c) (i).—Chargeable at the rate of 
334 per cent.: Portable lamps and hand 
torches of all descriptions. 


Purchase Tax Regulations. 
Tue Commissioners of Customs and Excise 
have made new Regulations, the Purchase 
i 1940, under Part V 


Tax (No. 2) 
No. 2) Act, 1940. These 
ished 


of the Finance 

Regulations have 

mopersede the Perches Tes Repilehieds 1600 
supersede ure ‘ax i 1940 
(S.R. & O., 1940, No. , dated A 23, 
1940. Copies may be i from 
H.M. Stationery Office or through any book- 
seller. Price 2d. net. 
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THE BUILDER 


RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist DECEMBER, 1940 
{Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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Isle of Thanet ...... 
| Isle of Wight ...... | 
| Keighley ............ 
Kenilworth Sncithaiens 
| Kettering ............ 
|| Kidderminster ...... 


Leamington .........) 
Leatherhead ......... 
NAMI Soo csxecissassoucet 
AM osc. cesndes 
Leighton Buzzard...| 
Letchworth ......... 
NOR Sosciesccxdsouses 
Lichfield PASE ee ik 
RII acai care Seiten } 
Littlehampton ...... 
| Liverpool ............ 
| Llandudno ............) 
RAT iuiicsecedcosese 


London— 


12m. radius _...... 


Lowestoft ............ 


Luton . 


Macclesfield ......... 
Maidenhead ......... 
Maidstone ............| 
EE eel 


Margate .......1.......! 
Market sitar ht 


RENE 
| Melton Constable ... 


Melton Mowbray 


BEOPEA YE 0.052.-20 0-200 | 
Middlesbrough ...... 
Middleton ............ 
Middlewich ......... 


Milford Haven ...... 
Morecambe ... ...... 
POE csesins<nsssesse 
Mundesley _......... 
Nantwich ae 
-seaaer peucmeds aes tau 


Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Newcastle-u.-Lyme.. 
New Forest. ........, 


| Newmarket ......... 


er ee 

rt Pagnell ... 
Norteans ampton ...... 
ORWIOR: cetss oc cugeenes 


| Nottingham ......... 
i Nuneaton ............ 


ONDINE hos cgcsckiae sc 
Ormskirk ............ 
OUI pselceuseen ey 


|} Paignton ............ i 
| Peterborough ...... 


| Plymouth ............ 


Pontefract ............ 
Pontypridd ......... 
Port Talbot ......... 


| Portsmouth ......... 
PNR, Boca cssy cis 
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1/3 Saxmundham......... 
1/2 Scarborough ......... 
1/4} | Scunthorpe ......... 
1/4} | rae 
1/43 | Sevenoaks ............ 
1/4} | Sheerness ............| 
1/3 Sheffield Jécaud 
L/Ad 1) SAY... 2.0500 r0000 
1/4} | Shoeburyness...... 
1/4 Shoreham ............ 
1/4} | Shrewsbury 
1/4 Sittingbourne 
1/43 | Skegness ............ 
1/4 a ee 
1/2 Sega ape 
1/4 Southampton - ......) 
1/3 | Southend-on-Sea ... 
1/4 | Southport ...... 
1/4} | South Shields 
1/3} | Spalding Fetes 
ES eR re 
1/4 | Staines a as sanatee 
1/4} | Stamford ..... : 
i} Stevenage ............ 
1/5} || Stockport ............ 
1/5 | Stockton-on-Tees 
1/4 Stoke-on-Trent ...... 
1/43 | Stourbridge ......... 
1/4} | Stourport ............ 
1/34 | Stowmarket ......... 
1/3} | Stratford-on- Avon 
1/4} | Stroud 
1/44 | Sunderland... 
/4 || Sutton Coldtield 
/3 Swaffham 
| Swanage 
| Swansea ........... 
| Swindon ......... cH 
Tamworth —.......... 
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| Weather | 
Be. Ratesepnre ae fie 


NE oo Fi ses geuke 
TeMGOR: 3 ...5565545.: 
Thames Haven ...... 
UNONNE  nda sagevenes 


| Thorpe Bay . 
| Todmorden......:..... 


Tonbridge ............ 
eo ee a 
Totnes es ; 
Trowbridge............ 


sto Soicteevine 


| Tunbridge Wells 


Uppingham 
Uttoxeter 
Wakefield ............ 
Walsall ...... psicis 
RECT ee: 
Walton-on-Naze 


os igi ates aerer 


Warminster 
Warrington 
Warwick 


i Wi ellingborough wis, 


Lak oin? eee 
Welwyn Gar. City) 


| Wells (Norfolk) ...... 


West Bromwich......| 
Westcliff-on-Sea 

Weston-super- Mare...) 
Weybridge ............ 


|| Weymouth _......... 


sh 
Whitstable ......... 
MEMIEE i phecyicsn stokes 


on 
Willington ............ 
Wilmslow ............| 
Winchester woes 
Windermere ... ona] 
ee ee 


ne 
Wokingham ......... 
Ww wer lang -| 

eee j 


| Woodbridge 


Worcester ...... ae 
Workington | 


|| Worksop ... saci 
i} Worthing ..........:. 


WRORROMA sess. nics i 


| Wrozhant .;..;.....7.) 
Wycombe 6.2..2.i6.66 


Wymondham. ee sete 





* Painters Id. less than other Craftsmen. 
© Tradesman’s Labourers, 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, —— Tilers and 


For 


t Plus 2d. per working day. 
“o: Navvies and General 
receive 2/— per wee 


Building Trade Wages in Scotland 





» See page 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 
: i to the ex circumst: i j 
Hote pty ves pati 2 gg which prevail at the present time prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 
ce’ woods are for cash on delivery, and are subject to adjustment when the increased price of £22 per standard 
for national released stocks is finally fixed. 
At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. : a 
BRICKS, &c. *)  RTLAND STonz— PLANED BOARDS 
Delivered to site, City. and Central Area, . <4 average, 19M apg Rng ge * 2 Pais Cizax Barrisa Caan oe 
Full Lorry Loads. 8. d. Tine tee, SR standard. 
Best Btocks . .c oc ce 0c 00 00 06 00 00 ce 08 be ses 5 3 0 = ly., South Lambeth : £ 8. a. 
Second Hard Stocks“... cs seseesseonesare £16 0 ere On ne ame lin. by 11in, nu 0 
Per 1.000. Delivered at London Goods Stations. De de: a oa See crescns &§ & lin. by Bin, ft crs ct ee ree ee coer eee . 
King’s bey stations, per f po a Waggons ag — he Per om 
23 in. Phorpres. Station District. tne 5 Sd. per ft. cube extra, | es lin, plain edge flooring ... ........+.«.« 53 0 
A discount of 6d. 1,0000nly _per 1,000. per 1,009 over 20 ft. eoerage and 4d. beyond 30 Hpi. ltt a ower on on vcsee se eres evarass eo 
monthly account. 6° G2  pesven-Wees ron y tongued and grooved ,.........-+-« | 4 
Tremeed . cc cc cc ce 00 06 00 Hebe oe 06 008 51 9 68 3 F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, b liin. ditto SOP Oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 
igel.....«cccnchanien ae ae Random blocks fom 10" and over Poo. “— MATCHING. Per . 
Rago Bullngs® .ccccccesscesssose 71 9 78 3 Sawn two sides , 2 6 s 4d. 
Bains ...s0c.erscenrasetsensercs TE 8 78 3 Hoprox-Woop Stoxe— fit: -:- coved sens inpcicuacges 7 66 
White 3. 78 3 Sawn three or four sides . .. i ae 0 02 00 be ne 0.80 ag on saenen suds hi teed ao 
whe iti "Facing “Bricks “deere £,%, 4  Yorx Stoxg, BLuE—Robin Hood Quality.” TOR. «2 uos ns'ns cu gs ah ca ge Seana 55 0 
ns “4° Staite, (Los ae ese sesess Deli 
Best blue Pressed’ Staifa, (London Sins.) .. 10 2 9 6 in sawn two sites mordincs io pe nee "SLATES. 
Do. Bullnose London Stns.) ceseseuns Meee 80 ft. super) per ft.super 5 6 First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
Blue Wire Cuts ( gy? ee gag 829 0 in. rubbed two sides. * gece e nse 6 3 Sake Hi SSS ek eee 
Best. Stourbridge od ae poker — epee is 3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- Per 1 _— . ‘ 4 
_ Ser . ‘ oe seecere 8. . 8. ° 
GLaxeD BaiwKs. (London Stns.) si te ons a aca 8 27 mbyi2.... 3417 6 iby10.... 19 5 Oo 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs.. 36 10 0 (radon sas) (paving) 1 22byi2.... 2900 ibyd .... WIS O f 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers .. 33 10 0 Sin ote, Gee oe ” ; ri 2byll .... 2615 0 IMby10.... 1617 6 
Stretcher......28 0 © Onesided&twoends37 10 0 warn Yorr— Bgl 2@by12.... 26 2 6 16 by 8...... 1810 0 j 
Headers . . .27 10 0 Twosides& one end 38 10 0 Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 2by10.... 24 0 0 i 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Scrappled random blocks. .......per ft. cube 6 10 TILES. y 
and 43in. Flats 34 10 0 uints ...... 36 0 0 6 in. sawn two sides landings to to sizes (under Delivered at stations In full track loads ¢ 
Second Quatity, £2 per 1,000 than best. Cream 4C ft. super) . per ft.super 5 7; Pate j nog Fredy yn rate Per 1,000 ; 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours, Hard 6 in. rubbed. two sides, ditto...» 6 9 ° peppermint en i 
Glaze, £5 10s, extra over white. a ebaemnaenn meena 5 5 Best machine-made tiles from Broseley OF i 
1. ee oe “gee 2 8 rl I aa ce nein tooo on eaenn. SE iia 
PARTITION SLABS. $ in, eelf-faced random flags .....-Pee¥d.eape: 8 9 Ornamental “ditto, nero c cess 8.15 0 im 
Delive: mdon Area. and valley tiles Hand-made.........- 0 ie 7 
“ PHORPRES ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS, CAST STONE. eS ae { Machine-made. melas: ae ie ; 
2° peryd.sup. .. : : 3" peryd.sup. ., : . Delivered in London are in full van loads, per ft ALS. . : 
” ” * CLINEER Concrere. ” aa cube ; Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 83 8s. 6d. Sills, 10s. Od. sents, Gusts, a, To LONDON STATION v— a | : 3 
rad , 5 .8. Joists, cut GROG es bedding on cece ; i 
beet, SER pies =. HARD WOOD. Piain Compound Girders......:....:.... 2% 0 0 ' : 
"  " GRANHAM TERRA Corrs. 1 INCH AND UP THICK. re » Stanchions .,.....,.... 2710 0 met 
Fh Veta 8" per yd. sup. 3 8 Average price for prime quality. 6 a: & En Rook Work... ..00c0 bn 006kks nosa'es 2 3210 0 ia@ i 
” a 3 6 a’ 4-% Dey Austrian a 5. cube Figaied 017 0 ae i ‘si a pleces end not : i > : 
EMPSTRAD—KEYED Two SIDES. American and/or Japanese Figur plone =. : 
12° x9" x 2” Hrurs 2 6 12°x9’ x3” .... 3 0 Sak. per ft. cube ..... 6 013 0 MILD s EL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, pert ton. : = 5 
1? x9" x2h" . 29 1 so 2d" MAO te Dry American and/or Japanese ‘iain Oak. Diameter. £ s. d Diameter. Za &@& : 4 ; g 
a5 ee d/d. Free on site, London. per ft. cube Ol 6 in. ......... 22 8 0 ey te. 18 0 ty 4 
ea edged Hondurss Mahogany, per “ft. mis Bines cd aosce; Oe ee in, to2jin.. 2 5 O wie 
n° Wrovcut TUBES AND FitTines. : Sheer 
SAND. Dry ry log-cut "Honduras Mahogany, er oe ae Deliveries from works. am of ; 
Thames Ballast..., 8 6 d. Tr veries from London stock further 24% gross. wei 
Pit Ballast ...... 8 6 ee delivered ep Mahogany, per ft. ¢ po gles tbat # : Fittings. j 
Pit Sand.......... 10 0 4 4 | 2 miles oe ee re ge ee fe 10/17 
Washed Sand .... 13 0 ,, ,, /Padius ae, ‘Aeetnaiion Wakeman . Per ft. et enar © 3. Tubes. Tubulars. and : 
in. Shingle ::.: 8 O |, \, | Paddington oS bk nas. 8S je" ¥/6" (10/2 ; 
in, Broken Brick 12 6 |, ., ny tenths abicede ...... eae % % iy 
Pan Breese ...... 8 3 y . Bey Soo eens, 9 “+ 9°39 Lightweight .. os 
i sete ty African Whitewood, ret f ee ee. Heavy weight 48 485 40 41) i 
Diy English Wainscot Oak, apie cube.... 916 0 Galv.lightweight 44 ; 
CEMENT. Best Scotch Glue, per cwt. . eens “tos a Galy heavyweight 354 sof 3 
Bes! Viritish Portland Cement. Standard Specitiation Se Ree << aetna tubulars sizes 3°/§* teshaive, chaaged 
d ere ndon . 8. . less & 08s. : & 
dtm onde aia =pwends Wei ise Sas Perton 2 9 6 SOFT WOOD. Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount, “4 
1 top to 4 tons site .. CETL * : Oe MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINR. Terms. ee ett cash te eat ng date of Fs 
Alongside Vauxhall ip 80 ton lots . ae ik Oe Minimum. Ere 3 invoice. Carriage paid on value and over. 4 
‘ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— <1 6 ‘sina Pear £ ad * €. mae yg ot tec Prices ex Worka. M 
$ fen Lens Gene rere r shee ov awine snes ntlings in imported in Step , 
1 ton yy , . ea Se 2in. by in. to 4in. ‘a Llin. 4310 9 63 0 0 per Gutters. Noxsies. poor +4 : 
Alonzside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots . 213 0 Bea RE NN eel —————— SOs is odikccacsetes 1/4} 1 A % 
Stored in Reserved Bins at works. ‘176 ‘per ton : i 


extra. 


4d. 
Leeper peers 1/ 172 4d. 
De dan thenaiities y, 1/8 


* Aquacrete " Water Repellent, ee bg A 
it ™ ue 
wa? eee Having secured 
* Colorerete "Nos. 1 2 
Te ee 319 8 the Confract— 


“Colorerete” not rapid hardening, ‘according 


to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 

 Snowereté * White Portland Cement. ....... o5° | What about t 

Super Cement (Waterproof), bags ertra........ 3 19 6 

Nore.—Paper bags will be c at the rate of 6/- 


nett per ton. Jute sacks 1s, 9d. nett each and Steel § ffold g! 
6 nett cach allowed if | to works within two e ca ° in 

Weeks, in good condition. 
Carriage will be paid by makers on returned empty jute TUBUL AR 


Rone 10 Cement £7 5 Keene's Cement, Wate 46 10 0 
Par 1a Cement 6 10 Pink 5 0 


: 
} 





Se et ae 


Ear cot* EAM ORO he pier 














eneatone Colours for cement according to tints pen owt, NETT PRICES. 
irom £2 168. Od. Tonnage alenenes Son es © per cent 
PLASTER. L.C.C. Coste Som Pivas—-Lendas Prices’ ox Stock. 
— ex 
£ sd. de . cen statin Pipe. Bends. Branches. 

Coarse, Pink .... 3.12 6 Sirapite, Coarse . 

rine EE ee SCAFFOLDING ifecccoicc: a ae 
» prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area Ssh nd oo wacveds cee o 2 4 

Best (round Blue eer Grey Stone Lime .4 ‘ For the lowest Prices rag eevee ener eeees an va He 

is Lime .... Chalk core 21S 

Grant e Chippings 110 0 Male yet ext. ee 7 6 : y Lee. Coatep Duain Pure, 

Norv.—Sacks are charged 1s. 9d. each, and credited a ly to the Oldest eae Hy Bends. Branches. 
“i, if returned in good condition within thres 3 in. per yd. in 5 6/3 911 
vhs, carriage paid, Firm in The Scaffolding or Too maa 

roridge Fireclay im sacks 37s. per ton at rly. dep. = Ce ae 129 oe 
Trade. sin. 20 6. 7 WS 88 
STONE. Gaskin, - per cw 
la" STONE.—Delivered im rallway tracks a} ° jon 
w catia GwWkor «4 PHENS & CARTER LTD. The information given on this page has been 
+) is 
“amtad oie teow. 21h | STE otandine de special comple Sor Tus Detbame: ond lo coprriga.. 
B; rONE—RanpoM BLOCK The British S 
Free: io. 8 average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
n tail at . «per ft. cube 2 OW ROD., N.W.10 Quality and 
i -\vered free on fail Nine Elms, 3%. 3 It ff 734-761, HARR _ © na tact whieh shoal be someutheced ty thee 
iclected eppecmimate siue ane way, 34. pre No, Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) Mino make use of this information Prices are subjon 
cube fh approximately Tethers S cent, cash discount. = a 
see siaee or for work, 3d. per wire 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS —(contd). 
Per ton basis in Lente? 


sa ¢€ a a 
go quali 7 Ss | aw TA 
taos.—Stafordhi Marked 

Sn ewe esebuctdersee Oe O20: 28 8.2 
Mild Steel Bars. ........... 1912 0 to 21 2 90 
Mild Steel Hoops ........ 21 6 0 2116 @ 


to 
Ex Merchant's Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and 


CA— 
PN cc ercvcteveca Meare Oe: 8.8 
24 aia whens 2 26 to 27 0 0 
| RBS 2517 6 to 2715 0 
Corragated Sheets, 
6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
WM gauge .. oT & 8 to: 6:3 
ne 2711 3 to 2816 3 
2816 8 to 3011 3 
Galvanised Fiat neta, (i. 
and C.A 
20 gauge bieewe pian en Se een eS 
OS eae ae Oe OG 
TOSI cccctevccces CSF. BC ee SD 
Per ton. 
£ d. 6.44. 
Cut Nails, 3in.andup .. 26 "0 0 to 2710 0 
‘ALL NET?. 


a Wixpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, —, two coats, 





and delivery to job, average price about Is. 4d. to Is. 7d. 
per foot super. 
COPPER. 

Seamless copper tubes (basis) per lb. 1/3 
PLANED Kanne se on 06 debate ston bss ; 1/6 
Ber aso: ngs 1/7 
Copper nails red waned Sr /6 

pa j 1/6 

8 ‘ Board. 

Crercs Huap 8.D. Brs Cocks ror Inon. Easy Cizay. 


Li bey 

/- /- per 

Caromicw PLarep TorLer £- D. Bie Cc her ror IRox. 
Easy CLman. 


ip. __ 
/- /- doz. 
8.D. Stor Cocks ror Inox 


in. in. Lin, Ifin, Ifin. 2in. 
7/6 /- 87/- 202/- 288/- 460/- per dos. 
8.D.8. Cocks wrra Two Unions For Lmap. 
in. fin, 1 in. y Poy ljin. 2in. 
47/- 75/6 120/- /- /~- 688/- per doz. 
Dovus_e Nut Borer Screws. 
in. lin. ifin lgin. Zin. 
/10 /9 15/9 27/3 /- 63/6 per doz. 
Heavy CroyYpon Ball Vatves. Screw Iron. 
; in. in. lin, 1; in. 1} in. 
45/- 3/- - 120/- 204/- 260/- per doz 
Caps aND SCREWS. 
ijin. igin, 2in. Sin. 3% in. in. 
10/6 12/9 19/3 34/- 48/- va per doz. 
Brass eager 
ljin. 2in. Sin. in. 8 4in. 


9/9 12/4 22/7 /- = per doz. 
Daeawns Leap Traps wits Brass CLEANING SCREWS. 


lj im. lgin. 2in. Sin. 
8 Ib. Lead P... /~ f/- 54/- 93/- per doz. 
Sib. Lead 8S...  36/- 42/- 67/- 120/- 
So_pen.—Pilumbers, 1/5. Tinmen’s, 1/8. Blow pipe, 
1/10 per ib. 
PAINTS, &c. 
. 28 
Raw Linseed Oi), gh oma sees per gallon 0 5 4 
Boiled ,, wa 065 7 
Turpentine, in "bums (iO on ais.) 06 3 
— Ground English hite Lead, per ton 61 0 0 


In not less than 5-cwt. casks). 
xtra for l-cwt. kegs over ree. casks is 2/9 cwt. 
=, ot oy Leap Part 
ther Thames,” “Nine Elms,” 
‘ron ? premus,” ‘St. Paul's,” 
2 Ee... 16 ** Polacco,” sal 
B and other best brands (in 
14 Ib. tins) not less than 5-ewt. lots € 2.4. 


6 

Red Lead. Dry (packages extra) .. per ton 52 0 0 

Best Linseed Oil Putty (1 ton lots) per cwt. 
Size. XD quality .... fkn. S 2 

Turpentine substitute can be “obtained and prices 

vary according to the quality from 2/9 gallop upwards. 

£s. d. 


SNOWOEM CEMENT PAINT - percwt. 216 0 


C.M.C,. CAMOUFLAGE Paint per cwt 216 0 
VARNISHES, &c. 

Per gallon. 
Oak Varnish ..... ... Outside ola ¢ 
Fine do 4 a 0 16 
Fine Copa! : 018 
Pale Copa! a en as 1 0 
Pale Opal Carriage ...... sa owid 14 
Rest 0. 5 aa deliin i 1 32 
ON. WM obs ne we S50k Insids 018 
OD ee DU is as as kn ha he 3 018 


Fine Copal Cabinet «2. eo esse. 


Fine Copal Flatting. . i 0 
Hard Drying Oak . “ 18 
Fine Hard Drying Oak aa a 

Fine Copal Varnish .............. ; 0 
Pale io. *. 12 
Rest do. aoe eke adeS 2 
Best Japan Gold Size eee teas 


Test Biack Japan 
Oak and Mehepeay Stain (water) : 
Brunswick Black .., 
Berlina Black . coves ies 
Knotting ( (Spectator mpicias 
orig pte nite sWeks pe tigee nee 012 
Liquid Dryer Teretene STi hy 0 9 
Culrass Black Enamel... . seitioatin ‘ 


see 


Soc oCooH HHH ooMte 
~~ — 
Ld 2 
Spoocooc@oosaeoaa@scooooooosoos 


THE BUILDER 


GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 


Onpinany GLAZING QUALITY 0.0) aND SELECTED 
Giazine Quality (S.Q.). 
Per Foot SUPER. 
In sizes not exceeding 80in. long or 48in. wide or 
110 united inches. 


ao. Sp SOD BR. CRON 6 v0.00 000s ce cecce 


ae ee ee ere re 
7 We ee C62 oa euees 
mae. , BR: > ‘ 
wo. , Dn. , beopes s 
i aes fF eee e P ° 
Soa. , SOP x w 20 ‘ » 


1B os. Obsoured Beeb oc vic cc cc 0s 00 cc cn voce 

24 oz. Obscured gain é ne'veee selbe et wee 

WOON, Bh OB, bck acide on bs 60 jcdebvdsen sect avs 

Enamelled, hey w 00 stb oe 04 se mb eheciny weak ee 
4 

Extra price according to size and substance for ‘squares 

cut from stock. 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 


CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. Per ft. 
Rolled plate, ¢ in. pbb eilas ba cued de 2 
Rough cast double rolled, * in. a bichine wine by ; 
ae ad rat he gener need dg éadiceteades decks ee 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white ........ “¥ + 


Figured rolled and Cathedral, ‘tinted yew bten cee 
feoded Brosd Hteeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron 

Reeded, fn ape sn 10} 
Rolled piste ls the eins ra ic ub role 
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“VITA” GLASS. 
“Vita “ Plate Glass, about , thick 
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Over 
“Vita” Sheet Class, a — 18/20 OB... sccces 
Cathedral “ Vita” 


” thickness ........ seen 
a » nga Wired * Vita Glass” | 


LEAD, &c. 
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Ctivend & Lenien. nm.) 
Lzrap.—Sheet, English, 4 Ib. and up 


Soil pipe 


Com 
20/- per ton 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to 
Old lead, ex London ares 
ex ndaon 
at Mills ............per ton {£18 0 0 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from October 1. 


Every endeavour 


is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 





Grade Classification A Al 

Craftsmen.......... acer ae 1/93 

Labourers _.......... 1/43 1/4} 
Aberdeen .........-A Dumfriesshire ......A* 
Ayrshire ..........A Dundee ....... A 
SO aS ane A 
Berwickshire. .......A* East Fife .. rs 
Bridge of Alian A East Lothian. eee 
Broughty Ferry. .....A Edinburgh or 
Cc A Fifeshire, .. .. mee 
DOGMA, 64 05 00 00 se A Forfarshire. . 3éf* 
Dunbiare ..........A Glasgow ..... ee | 
Dumbartonshire A Greenock ..........A 
Dumiries ....... A’ Hamilton .... ey 








* This town has its own rates: Masons, 1/8; Carpenters, 14; Slaters, 1/8; Plumbers, 1/8; 


but 1/9} is paid o 


wing to the scarcity at present ; 





A? A? B B! 
1/9 1/8} 1/8 1/73 
1/3} 1/3} 1/3 

Inverness .... ae Perthshire... . 
Inverurie .... - 5 Peterhead 
Kincardineshire ~&* Renfrewshire 

shire. . ee Rothesay . 

Lanarkshire ........A gg nen re. 
Midiothian 4 ws .. 
Monifieth . ¥ 7 - Selkirkshire .. 

Moray and Nairn B eeiriaemskire ‘aia 
Newport. .... ae Stornoway 
Peeblesshire ........A? Tayport.. 

ESS Rae. West Lothian 





Plasterers, 1/9 
Pointers, 1/8 and Labourers, 1/3}. 


The information given in this tabie is copyright. Rates of wages in England and Wales are givep on page 94 





THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


FORTH.—AppiTIONS.—Plans prepared by 
Mr. J. H. Fraser, architect, 36, High-st., 
Lanark, for additions to premises. 


INSPECTIONS 


WE @isit sites 
AND ADVISE 
ON FOUNDATIONS 
x 
PILING & CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY LIMITED 
45, WORCESTER RD.,SUTTON, SURREY 


TELEPHONE: VIGILANT 0081/2 
WORKS: THICKET CRESCENT, SUTTON 





NEW BUILDING IN LONDON 


DAGENHAM.—BuvuILpING.—The 1T.C. has 
passed the following pians: Messrs. Briggs 
Motor Bodies, Ltd., for extension of bud 
ing, and Messrs. May and Baker, Ltd., for 
a canteen and flat. 





Town Planning Institute Year Book. 

The Year Book of the Town Planning Insti- 
tute, 1940-41, has just been issued. Containing 
much useful information with regard to ve 
activities of the Institute, incluaing also « 
register of members, it is obtainable, price 2s. 
on om to 11, Arundel-street, Strand, 


B.M.A. Temporary Address. 

The Builders’ Merchants’ Alliance, as « 
result of the fire raid on the City on Decem 
ber 29, have had their offices badly damaged 
Temporary accommodation has been secured 
at the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen-street, 
Kingsway, W.C.2, where  corresponder 
should be addressed. Urgent telephone in 
quiries can be made to Holborn 7811 (Ext. 22) 


An Incendiary Bomb Alarm. 

A system to raise an alarm if an incendiary 
bomb falls through the roofs of dwelling 
houses or of other buildings has been devised 
by Mr. James N. Clark. The system is in 
tended to cause an electric contact to be mad: 
when fire breaks out in the area under th 
roof of a building, protected by lines © 
thread, silk, or similar inflammable materia! 
stretched in a continuous line aeross the ro 
and/or the floor in a criss-cross manner. Th: 
ehds in a spring which, when being release 
by the thread burning through, makes cor 
tact in an existing, or provided, bell circui! 
and the alarm is raised. The system—whic 
is simple and appears effective—is already i 
working order at 13, Montpelier-vale, Black 
heath, S.E.3, whence further particulars ca” 
be obtained. 


' 


i 










NMEA RU SER 





pipe RNs, Pea ithe 








January 17 1941 


CURRENT AND PROPOSED 


BUILDING WORK* 


Batiey.—T.C. propose structural altera- 
tions to heaith offices, at £250.—Permission 
given to A. J. Riley and Son to erect new 
factory. 

Blackburn.—Henry Walsh (Products), 
Ltd., Apex Mills, Randel-st., acquired mill 
for extensions. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved plans: Additions 
to mills, 8. Compton; additions to works, 
T. Cariing and Co., Ltd.. 

Bradford.—City Council obtaining tenders 
for X-ray dept. at an emergency hospital. 
Pians by City Architect. 

Bridgnorth.—T.C. propose restoration of 
town hall. Plans by I. M. Nicholson, Boro’ 
Sur. 

Clitheroe.—T.C. approved: Alterations to 
Agricultural Hall, for Preston and District 
Farmers’ Trading Association. 

Cockermouth.—M.H. approved 222 houses 
in rural districts. 

Cookham.—R:D.C. passed plans for con- 
version of garages into offices, for Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd. 

Coven eens Joint Committee decided 
to proceed immediately with schemes for 
erecting new police stations at Torquay and 
Totnes, at £39,797 and £14,980 respectively. 

Doncaster.—T.C. propose bus. station. 
Pians by R. E. Ford, Estates Sur. 

Gloucester.—T.C. approved: Alterations, 
31, Northgate-st., Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd. 

Hyde.—T.C. cant E Additions to miils, 
for James North and Sons, Ltd. 

Kettering.—T.C. sposeres : Additions to 
leather works, W. E. Bridges. 

Leicester.—Corporation Health Committee 
ropose to appoint an architect, E. J. Wil- 
iams, to prepare plans for extensions to 
operating theatres and laboratory at City 
General Hospital. 

Leyton.—T.C. approved heating at a clinic, 
at £124, 

Manchester.—T.C. received sanction to 
borrow £31,500 for building and civil engi- 
neering works.—Emergency sludge lagoons, 
at £1,000, and alterations to offices of City 
Sur., at £180, approved by Council.—Plans 
passed: Alterations to works, Holt Town, 
Beswick; warehouse, Ogden-la., Grey-st. 
and Botha-st., Openshaw; alterations and 
additions, “‘ Red Lion Hotel,’’ Rochdale-rd., 
Blackley; alterations and additions, ** Wen- 
lock Arms,’’ 144, Oldham-rd., Radium-st. 
and Portugal-st., Ancoats. 

Manchester.—T.C. to complete _ boiler- 
house, power-house and fuel store at College 
of Technology. Bradshaw Gass and Hope, 
(FF.), architects, 19, Silverwell-st., Bolton. 
—T.C. approved sale of land to Manchester 
Crematorium, Ltd., for extensions. 

Middieton.—T.C. propose extensions to 
rentals office at town hall, at £1,050. Plans 
by J. Pollard (L.), Boro’ Eng. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—C. Solomon, 187, 
Osborne-rd., architect for improvements to 
business premises for J. Paul.—Wilson and 
Wilson, 128, Grainger-st., architects for 
alterations to premises for R. Wooster. _ 

Northwich.—R.D.C. applying for sanction 
to borrow £20,150 for joint minor water 
scheme. : 

Rawtenstall_—Lancashire County  Archi- 
tect, 8. Wilkinson, to improve heating 
arrangements in dining hall at Institution, 
at £115. 

Scarborough.—T.C. to spend £6,400 on 
housing repairs. 

Stourport.—Worcestershire C.C. to _ pro- 
ceed at early date with widen and im- 
provement of a bridge. B. ©. Hammond, 
County Sur., Worcester. eu 

Swansea.—C.B. made application to M.H. 
for approval to £330 for providing chestnut 
paling fencing.—Plans passed: Addition to 
offices for National Smelting Co., Ltd.; 
switch house for Cambria Cold Storage Co., 
i temporary canteen for Weaver and Co., 

t 


Wakefield.—City Council approved £4,000 
project for building extensions to existing 
technical college. , 

ween " s. Hindmarsh, 1, a a 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepar plans 
shop and office for R. v. Bodds.—R. Hood 
Haggie and Son, Ltd., Willington Quay, are 
to erect building. 

West Auckland.—E. M. Lawson, Barras- 
bldgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle, architect 
for extensions to factory. 

West Riding.—C.C. to spend £180,000 on 


 * See also list of contracts open. 
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emergency hospital accommodation for 
treatment of infectious diseases. 

York.—Wooden structure of large hall at 
Exhibition Buildings to be pulled down. 
T.C. to invite tenders. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIO 


STEEL DISTRIBUTION SCHEME— 
FORM “M.” 

An \mportant step was taken in the 
uartet of 1940 to put the procedure y 
rhich Government Departments authorise the 
purchase of steel on a uniform basis. All 
Government Departmertte are now issuing their 
authorisations to acquire steel on a stan- 
dard Form ‘*M.’’ Sach _ authorisation 
enables the firm either to buy directly 
from the makers of steel products up 
to the tonnage specified. or to issue sub- 
authorisations, also on Form ‘ M,”’ to sub- 
contractors for any part of the tonnage 
authorised. Contractors requiring to issue 
sub-authorisations under their own authorisa- 


tion can obtain the recessary ies of 
Form ‘‘M”’ from the Gouin Waa 


ment, or contractor acting for a Government 
Department, from whom they received their 
own authorisation. 

Exceptions.—In the case of equipment, re- 
quired by factories which may be engaged on 
work for various Government. Departments 
or on civil work, it may not be possible to 
obtain an authorisation from a Government 
Department, as the work involved is not the 
responsibility of one particular Government 
Department. In this case permission to 
acquire the steel involved is obtained by a 
licence from the Iron and Steel Control, 
Tothill-street, London, 8.W.1, to whom appli- 
cation should be made in all cases where the 
steel is not covered by an authorisation on 
Form ‘‘M”’ from a Government. Department. 

Attoy Srer..—Recently a further arrange- 
ment has been made whereby alloy ard carbon 
steel is allocated separately between the 
Government Departments, and as a result of 
this arrangement a special Form, ‘‘ Ma,’’ is 
used to authorise alloy steel. Until] this new 
form can be printed and brought into general 
use, Government Departments will stamp the 
existiifg Form ‘‘M,’’ ‘ Alloy Steel,’’ when 
the purchase of alloy steel is authorised. When 
alloy steel is not. covered the form will be 
stamped ‘‘ This form does not authorise the 
purchase of alloy steel.’’ Care should be 
taken, therefore, to ensure that no alloy steel 
is ordered under an authorisation which speci- 
fically excludes the purchase of alloy steel. 








DONT TENDER 
UNSUCCESSFULLY 


SECURE 
CONTRACTS 


WITH 





THE 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING 
“pie BEN T ” 23, a ig 


OWERS, OATLAND 
WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 
"Phone: Walten-on-Thames 614 and 615. 











ree Aldwych, W.C.2, not later than 
Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found under 

“ A.R.P. Schemes,” 3 

* Denotes accepted. 

t 

| Renctes sreommonsie Qoeeoted: 

4 ee ee ee “ee 
— accepted by H.M. Government de 
partments. 


Birkenhead.—Dutch barn at Bri Hey 
Farm, Upton, for T.C. : *Rogers & Jackson, 
Ltd., Wrexham, £265 18s. 

Dagenham.—Metal windows at a first-aid 
rey for T.C. : *Crittall Manufacturing Co., 

‘Gissgow-i02 tons of 

«—102 tons of cast-iron pipes, for 
T.C.:. *Stanton Iron Works Co., a 
£1,184 6s. 11d. 

Glasgow.—Reconstruction and extensions 
to premises from plans by J. Monro & Son, 
architects, 307, West George st., Blythswood : 
*Direct Labour Dept. 

Greenfield.—Transformer house building 
for a Hyde, Mossley and Dukin- 
fiell Joint Electricity Board. J. H. Lums- 
den, M.L.C.E., Eng., Tame Valley, Staly- 
bridge: *Building Section of Joint Electri- 
city and Tramways Board, Waterloo-rd., 
Stalybridge. 

Greenock.—Housing, for ion. Mr. 
David Henderson, Housing Architect : Demo- 
lition, brick and building works, *J. Aitken- 
head & Co., Greenock, £1,522 2s.; plaster, 
lathing, #A. C. Whyte & Co., Ltd.” Pollock” 
shaw, £199 3s. 5d. ; — carpentry and 
ironmongery, *W. Gibson & Co., Létd., 
Paisley, £1,344 13s. 11d; painting, 
*Greenock Manicipal Direct, Labour Dept” 
£133 10s. aa plumber and sanitary engi- 
neering, *Findlay, McIntosh & Co., L#d., 
Dumbarton, £369 18s. 6d. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts placed 
to value of £500 or over for week ye 
January 4 :— 

Building work : Stewart & Partners, Lid., 
Belfast. 

Structural steelwork : Kelvin Construction 
Co., Ltd., Gis 


asgow. 
Air filtration work: Young, Austen & . 


Young, Ltd., London. 

Civil engineering work: Tarmac, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton. 

General mainterlance work: J. Cryer & 
Sons, Fleetwood; H. G. Janes, Ltd., ; 
C. H. Chaston & Co., Lid., Holland-on-Sea; 
Butler Bros. (Birmingham), Ltd., Birming- 
ham; M. & F. O. Foster & Co., Ltd., Hitchin ; 
and G. E. & W. Wincott, Nuneaton. 


London (War -).—Works contracts 
placed for week ended January 4 :— 
Building work: Thos. Barker & Sons, 14, 
Swan-st., Loughborough; J. P. Williams, 
Ltd., 48, George-st., London, W.1; and D. 
Beveridge, 15, New-row, Perth. 
Miscellaneous work: H. Parvin & Son, 57, 
Bondgate, Darlington, Durham; R. Colhoun, 
Ltd., Society-st., Coleraine; E. pson, 
Ltd., Burns-la., W: , nr. Mansfield; and 
P. Monaghan & Son, Kirk-st., Dunblane. 
eee (erection): Messrs. Greenwoods 
(Mansfield), Ltd., 2, Wood-st., Mansfield, 
Notts; R. Coll & Son, Ltd.. 28, Queen-st., 
Edinburgh; John Wight & Co., 
rd., Corstorphine, inbargh; Wm. C. 
Reade, 70-74, High-st., Aldeburgh; Lans- 
downe Building Co. (London), Ltd., Lans- 
downe Works, 17, Lansdowne-way, South 
Lambeth, London, 8.W.8; and Jas, Ross & 
Sons, Brookhill-av., Belfast. 
Manchester.—Works for T.C.: Demolition 
of old building in_ Elm-st., *Wellington 
Haulage Demolition Co., Manchester {paar 
ing Municipal School of Art, #Arthur Wardle 
oe peg we — — 
*Davenport Engineering Co., ., Bradford 
concrete works, *Holst & Co.; Ltd., London ; 
builder’s work, steelwork, etc., for installa- 
tion of new boiler plant at a power station, 
*John Dickinson & Co, (Bolton), Ltd., Bol- 
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ton: steelwork, *E. Wood & Co., Ltd., Man- 
chester 
South Shields.—Premises, for Shipping 
Federation : *Milton Swales, Ltd., Imeary- 
st., South Shields. ee 
Stretford.—Repair to five houses, for T.C. : 
*Jackson & Sons, Stretford, £365. | 
Sunderland, — Sanitary conveniences a 
Strand Slipway, for John Crown and Sons, 
Ltd. : *R. Waggett, Bonners Field, Sunder- 
land 
Gunderland.—Timber store, for 8. P. Austin 
& Son : *D. & J. Ranken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., 
Sunderland. 
Wellingborough. — Additions and altera 
tions at isolation hospital, for Eastern 
Northamptonshire Joint Hospital Board. R. 
Kilby, M.LM.&Cy.E., Sur., Council Offices, 
Wellingborough: *E. Brown & Sons, Ltd., 
Wellingborough, £537 10s. 
Westminster. —- Protective 
public conveniences, ‘for City Council : 
(Builders), Ltd., £539 15s. a 
Whitby.—Exterior painting of Stone House, 


works at 16 


*Dix 


for U.D.C. J. R. Seward, Assoc M.Inst.C.E i 
Eng. and Sur. : #(>. Bowron, Victoria-sq., 
Whitby 


: Repairs at a 
£290; im 
at a public 
*Boro’ Eng.. 


Woolwich.—Works for B.( 
covered market: *Boro’ Eng., 
proving sanitary accommodation 
shelter at Plumstead library : 


£185 13s. 4d. 


TRADE NEWS 
A Calendar. 


We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
a calendar from Messrs. William Boyer and 
Sons, Ltd., of Paddington Basin, W.2. 


An Electric Hammer. 

The Rawlplug Company, Ltd., introduced 
some months ago a new “‘ Rawlplug ”’ Electric 
Hammer, which has proved itself on those 
many jobs where a great. number of small- 
diameter holes are required. More recently 
this hammer has been made more useful by 
the addition of special tools, one of which 
enables it to be used as a riveting machine. 
The special tools include a raking chisel, for 
raking out cement and plaster between bricks ; 
chasing tools, for chasing slots to take con- 
duits, etc. ; chisels for cutting slots or chipping 
away superfluous material; and comb and 
attachment for use on brickwork to 
provide a keying for concrete. 

Due to its action, which gives a succession 
of rapid blows, the ‘‘ Rawlplug’”’ electric 
hammer can be used on occasional work as a 
riveting machine. Riveting dolleys are avail- 
able in a standard range of sizes from 4/g in. 
to j in. More complete details of these extras 
can be obtained from ‘‘ Rawlplug House,” 
Cromwell-road, S.W.7. 


holder 











tA Patent ° 
Boyle’s «,i-tome Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 


Ventilating Engineers, 65, HOLBORN VIADUCT, 
LONDON, €.C.1. Tel. Central 4583. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Machinery for Cement. 

Mr. Rostron Dvuckwortn asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings if it was proposed 
to meet the demand for cement by recon 
ditioning and restarting as much of the-6ld 
machinery scrapped in the rationalisation 
process as was recoverable; and whether he 
was satisfied that raw materials such as blast- 
furnace slag and lime, which were now under- 
employed, were abundant. 

Mr. Hicks said that there was no available 
old machinery capable of being used in connec- 
tion with the manufacture of cement that had 
not been, or was not being, brought into use to 
augment supplies of Portland cement or blast- 
furnace cement. The quantities of blast- 
furnace slag suitable for making cement were 
limited; arrangements to use it were now in 
hand. There was at present a surplus of lime, 
and the problem here was one of increasing its 
use in order to keep the industry working. 


London Regional Works Adviser. 

Mr. Crowper asked the Home Secretary if 
the London regional works adviser and the 
technical adviser worked in collaboration with 
the Works and Buildings Ministry ; who were 
the occupants of these posts; what was their 
salary; and whether ther gave their whole 
time to the work. 


Mr. Morrison said that the Regional 
Works Adviser was Sir Clement Hindley, 
K.C.].E., and the senior technical adviser was 
Mr. A. Croad, A.M.I.C.E. They were full- 


time officers, and their salaries were £1,000 
and £750 per annum respectively. They 
maintained close liaison with the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings in all matters of 
common interest. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE particulars quoted below have been 
compiled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 
Company Registration Agents, of 116 and 
117, Chancery-lane, W.C.2, from the docu- 
ments available at the Companies Registry. 


SMITH INGRAM AND Co. (1940), Lrp. (364022). 
—Registered November 21. Rydens-rd., Wal- 
ton-on-Thames. Builders, bricklayers, house 
breakers, etc. Nominal capital: £500. 

GEORGE Woopcock, Ltp. (363984).—Regis- 
tered November 20. 29, Park-sq., Luton. 
Builders, ete. Nominal capital: £300. 
aes J. Powe, Lip. (363967).—Registered 
NOV. 
Builders, ete. 


Nominal capital: £1,000. 


P. A. SmitH and Son, Lrp. (364143).—Re- 
Builders, contractors, 


gistered November 29. 


decorators, etc. Nominal capital: £2,500. 
P. A. Smith, ‘‘Glenavon,” London-road, 
Slough. 


ExceL Painters, Lrp. (364,193).—Registered 
December 4. 55, Sutherland-road, Forest 
Hill, 8.E.23. Nominal capital : £2,000. 

J. J. TRavis anp Co. (Btackpoor), Lrp. 
(364,230).—Registered December 6. Painters’ 
and decorators’ merchants, ete. Nominal 
capital: £100 in £1 shares. J. G. G. Mellor, 
Kimpoch by Oban, Argyll. 


18. 34, Edenfieid-gdns., Worcester Park. 
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Master BuiLpers’ Suppiies, Lrp. (364,23); 
—Registered December 6. 15-18, Finsbur. 
court, E.C.2. Nominal capital: £1,000. 

WirrkaL Brickworks, Lrtp. (364,134). 
Registered November 28. 17, North John 
street, Liverpool, 2. Nominal capital: 
£10,000. 

BRACKENRIDGE Estates, Lip,  (364,166).— 
Registered December 2. 3, York-street, Ma: 
chester. Builders, ete. Nominal capita! - 
£1,000. 

East LINCOLNSHIRE GRAVELS, Lip. (364,190) 


—Registered December 4. Viaduct-place, 
Kirkstall-road, Leeds. Nominal capital : 
£100. 

J. H. GREENWELL aND Co., Ltp. (364,153). 
Registered November 30. Builder, et: 
Nominal capital: £1,000. 

HaRRis AND SwHarRe (LONDON), Lp 


(364,232).—Registered December 6. 134, 
Osbaldeston-road, N.16. To erect houses, 
etc. Nominal capital: £5,000. 

GARDNER AND SCARDIFIELD, Ltp. (364276). 
Registered December 10. South-street, Lan 
ing. Builders and decorators. Nomina 
capital: £1,000. 

C. anpd A. CatcHPOLe, Lrp. (364257). 
Registered December 9. Buiiders, contrac 
tors, engineers, etc. Nominal capital 

: A. Catchpole, 122, The Walk, 
Potters Bar. 

PREMIER PetTRucRETE Propvucts, Lt. 
(364226).—Registered December 6. Manu 
facturers of and dealers and workers in 
cement, artificial stone, ete. Nomina 
capital: £100. A. Petrucco, 103, Gold 
hurst-terrace, N.W.6. 

W. H. Weekes anv Co., Lip. (364451). 
Registered December 20. 2, Woodgrang: 
road, Forest Gate, E.7. Builders, contrac 
tors, etc. Nominal capital : £100. 

WEELAND Sanp Co. (Leeps), Lrp. (364392). 
—Registered December 17. 25, Blenheim 
terrace, Woodhouse-lane, Leeds, 2. Nomina! 
— : £100. 

JOHN ScuLLARD, Lrp. (364432).—Registere:| 
14, Queen’s-crescent, Kentish 

Buiiders, ete. Nominal 


December 19. 
Town, N.W5. 
capital : £200. 
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CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
RUISLIP ROAD e SOUTHALL ¢ MIDDX. 
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